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CEO MESSAGE
STEPHANIE HARVEY, CEO
Working closely with Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander
people across the length and
breadth of Australia highlights
the incredible diversity within
Indigenous communities.
Landscapes, language,
traditions… each are unique
in so many ways.
Yet there is a single, unbreakable bond which
unites us all, and that is our humanity. We’re
all striving for the same opportunities in
life, to be the best we can be. This is not a
black and white issue, it’s a human one.
A beautiful sentiment from the late and very
talented musician from the Yorta Yorta people,
Jimmy Little, says it all: “We’re all gifted with
the opportunity to succeed. But you get further
if you extend the hand of friendship.”
And this is really the essence of successful
community development for our Indigenous
communities. They come to ICV asking for
hands-on support, the kind we sometimes
take for granted in our big cities.
So whether you volunteer your time or money
to ICV, you’re extending the hand of friendship
to people. And that’s no small thing!

Readers should be aware that this
newsletter may contain images
and names of deceased people.
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In this edition of Stepping Stones, you can see
your generosity in action, supporting Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander people, young and
old, across the far reaches of Australia.
On pages 6 and 7, you can read about the brave young
people of Jilkminggan, a small community of just
300 people, an hour and a half drive from Katherine
in the NT. The community’s youth have taken
the lead in addressing the tough challenges their
community faces, in a unique and powerful way.
Then on pages 10 and 11, there’s great news from
a community near Geraldton in remote WA.
They’re actively preserving the past while at
the same time looking to the future, by tapping
in to the knowledge of community members
for the benefit of generations to come.
And on pages 14 and 15, there’s proof that community
development is a two-way learning process, a
practical lesson in reconciliation and building mutual
respect. School teacher and ICV volunteer Kerrie
gives you a first-hand account of her time with the
community of Borroloola, on the eastern coast
of the Top End of the NT.
I hope you enjoy this edition of Stepping Stones, and
that you take comfort in knowing you are helping
build a brighter and fairer future for all Australians.

Thank you

“We’re all striving for
the same opportunities
in life, to be the best
we can be. This is not a
black and white issue,
it’s a human one.”
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OUT & ABOUT
Improving employment
opportunities in Dorrigo
Dorrigo Plateau Local Aboriginal Land Council (DPLALC)
is working hard to address Indigenous disadvantage.
Since 2013 ICV volunteer Ian has been working on a
number of community and human development projects.
Beginning with updating the Community Land and
Business Plan, Ian has since helped with preparing
applications, proposals and discussion papers all with
the aim of improving employment and social enterprise
opportunities for local Aboriginal people.

GRIFFITH, NSW

Partnering for Success in Victoria
Woor-Dungin is a coalition of Aboriginal communitycontrolled organisations, philanthropy and pro bono
service providers, working together to enable Aboriginal
organisations access the resources and support they
need to achieve self-determination. Woor-Dungin and
ICV have similar values and goals, as well as a shared
understanding of the importance of reconciliation.
ICV looks forward to a fruitful partnership which
will benefit Indigenous communities in Victoria.
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ICV volunteer Ian and
Dorrigo Plateau Local
Aboriginal Land Council
CEO Robin Heath

DORRIGO, NSW

Building resilience and
self-esteem in Griffith
Tirkandi Inaburra Cultural and Development Centre is an
Aboriginal community centre offering Aboriginal boys a
culturally-based residential program aimed at reducing
future contact with the criminal justice system. The goal
is to strengthen the boys’ cultural identity, self-esteem
and resilience. The Centre has asked ICV for support with
updating its business plan and strengthening business
procedures to ensure its success for years to come.

VICTORIA
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“MIRROR MIRROR
ON THE SCREEN”
ROPER RIVER , NT

Wednesday night before Easter was a big night for
Jilkminggan. The small town on the Roper River
had an opening night and about seventy people,
young and old, came for the first performance of a
play produced by the young members of the town.
The project was supported by a Foundation for
Rural and Regional Renewal/ABC Haywire Youth
Innovation Grant.
Written and performed by young local performers, most
without performance experience, the play was based on
alcohol’s impact on small communities and families.
“The play is Community to Community, and across
the generations, showing the effects of alcohol on their
own mob…it was a great way to deliver a message,”
said Holly Gosden, Roper Gulf Regional Council’s
Jilkminggan Sport and Recreation Coordinator.
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Two Sydney based volunteers from Indigenous
Community Volunteers, Nadi and Shai assisted
with writing and drama development. Other
residents helped with costume, make up,
scenery construction, painting and catering.
Sixty young people have been involved in
the project so far.
“As well as fun, I think I have the shyest kids
in the region,” Holly Gosden added, “and
preparations were quite intense. It was really
hands on and the kids enjoyed voicing their
opinions…and the hard work has gone on
right up to the kids going on stage tonight.”
The performance was held on the town’s
basketball court; an atmospheric location in the
sticky heat of early April. The single spotlight lit
the brightly painted stage set, a geometric and
primary coloured design and highlighted the
stark face paint make up of the performers.
As the play was written from the players’ own
experience it had a raw feeling but was also funny.
The audience quickly involved themselves in the
story that generated a lot of discussion after.
The personal development of shy young
people and the opportunity for self expression
is invaluable as was the experience of the
community working together and seeing
itself in a mirror held by their children.
The plan is to travel the
show to neighbouring
towns. Sets and stage
have been designed to
be easily transportable.

Story and photos reprinted
with the kind permission
of Stephen Roper and Roper
Gulf Regional Council
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LITTLEWELL

ABORIGINAL RESERVE
On the outskirts of Mingenew, a small
town 100km south east of Geraldton in
WA, lies a significant Aboriginal Reserve
called Littlewell.
Littlewell Reserve was established in 1898 and
ran until the early 1970s when it was closed down
after its residents moved to town-based
accommodation in Mingenew.
Littlewell has a rich history of connection,
belonging and hardship for many local Aboriginal
families. Former residents of the Reserve
have a real passion for sharing their story, so
they created a working group with the goal of
establishing a heritage precinct to commemorate
the lives of the families who lived there.
The working group
asked ICV for help with
writing submissions to
secure funding to build
a heritage trail. They
hope the trail will be used
by visitors and tourists,
and be an important
educational tool in telling
the history of Aboriginal
reserves in the Midwest.
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ICV volunteer Peter has been working closely with
Thomas, a member of the working group, and the
Mingenew Shire to develop the application.
Another important part of this project is the former
residents’ desire to record the stories of Elders
and other people who used to live at Littlewell.
The community now wants to create an audio
tour so that visitors will be able to download
and listen to it while walking around the site.
Thomas says, “During my time in Littlewell in
the 50s we were told stories by my grandfather
about our culture including bush tucker,
yumbies and singing around the camp fire.”
Thomas has identified seven other former
residents to interview. ICV volunteer Peter used
to be a lecturer in media studies, so he is helping
make the audio tour a reality. Interviews are
now underway and we look forward to hearing
the stories about life in Littlewell Reserve.

Thomas sharing his memories of
Littlewell Reserve with ICV volunteer Peter
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MEET BILL… A GENEROUS
COMMUNITY FRIEND
Bill Sherwin lives in Eastern Sydney
and is a lecturer in genetics and
conservation biology at UNSW. He
spends his time investigating wildlife,
“anything with DNA,” Bill says, “including
koalas, dolphins, prawns, rats, flies, trees,
quolls, penguins, starlings, etc.”
Bill’s interest in Indigenous culture
and affairs began at a young age, and
grew with him over the years.
“When I was young I had a book called “Walkabout” about
a couple of Indigenous kids in the Top End somewhere.
Later on, in my fieldwork on wildlife, I have come across
some really nice Indigenous people.
In conservation biology, some people say “We should just
hand it all back to the Indigenous people and let them fix it”.
That makes me very uneasy, the idea of saying, “Here, we
have messed this place up for 200 years, now you take it
back and fix it” – we have to do better than that I think.”

“I think that what has happened to
Australia’s Indigenous people in the
last 200 years needs some action.”
Bill supports ICV because he believes in taking a collaborative
approach to helping Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people. “I actually do not usually get involved in anything
that targets a particular race or religion,” says Bill. “I like to
just treat each person on their own merits. But I think that
what has happened to Australia’s Indigenous people in the
last 200 years needs some action.”
Bill is one of ICV’s growing family of Community Friends,
making regular monthly donations to help ensure every
community in need has a chance to build a brighter future.
Thanks Bill, and to all ICV donors for your generous support.
Our work wouldn’t be possible without you!

a

13

20I5 ICV SUPPORTER
SURVEY RESULTS
Your answers to this year’s ICV Supporter
Survey were as insightful as ever, and reinforced
just how generous ICV supporters are!

How you support your favourite charities

Why you support ICV
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VOLUNTEERS IN ACTION

KERRIE ANDERSON
Kerrie Anderson, a Visual
Arts school teacher from
the Gold Coast of QLD, is a
keen supporter of ICV. So
much so that she recently
decided to get involved in
a more hands-on way.
Her first experience as an ICV volunteer took her
thousands of kilometres from home, to Yanyuwa
country and the community of Borroloola, on
the eastern coast of the Top End of the NT.
The community asked her for help at Waralungku
Arts Centre on an art and cultural heritage project.
Kerrie spent two rewarding weeks in community,
guiding teenage girls in the curatorial aspects
of gallery operations. She helped them increase
their self confidence to manage the centre
operations, and also to produce their own
creative artworks for sale through the centre.
Kerrie also worked
with locals as part of
a team making props
for the upcoming
dance festival,
which was one of
the highlights of her
time in Borroloola.

The project helped the
girls increase their
confidence and self-esteem
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“Being a thousand kilometres from
the nearest city in a location which
is host to the saltwater croc sets
the scene for adventure! I was
there in the lead up to the annual
dance festival which was preceded
by daily dance workshops for the
local kids on school holidays. They
were bussed in from surrounding
areas each day for a week.
The atmosphere was electric!”
“What stuck in my mind
most was seeing the joy on
the kids’ faces when they were taking part
in well planned, challenging activities like
contemporary dance classes and creating art.”
Kerrie’s first volunteer project with ICV also
taught her more about life in Indigenous
communities. “The partnership of ICV volunteers
and community is a two way process, with things
to be learnt and gained for both. The positive and
all encompassing involvement of the Elder women
in the lives of their extended families is both
inspirational and extraordinary,” Kerrie says.
Thanks to Kerrie and all our other skilled and
experienced volunteers who are making a positive
difference to the lives of Indigenous communities.

Making props for
the dance festival
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Name
Address

State

Suburb
Phone

Postcode

Mobile

Email
My supporter number is

	I would like to become a Region Sponsor of:


WEST

CENTR AL

EAST

Please deduct $49 from my credit card on
the 20th of each month (or the next working day)

I would like to become a Community Friend:
	
Please deduct $
from my credit card on
the 20th of each month (or the next working day)

Please accept my one-off gift of $

PAYMENT

Cheque (payable to Indigenous Community Volunteers)
or

or debit my card

Money order
Visa

Mastercard

Amex

CARD NUMBER

NAME ON CARD

EXPIRY

/

SIGNATURE

P
 lease send me more information
about leaving a gift to ICV in my Will
P
 lease tick here if you do NOT want to
receive future communications from ICV

Call 1800 639 565 or visit
www.icv.com.au/donate
Donations of $2 or more are tax deductible
Please return in the reply paid envelope or
post to: PO Box 6155 MAWSON ACT 2607

Diners

