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STEPHANIE HARVEY
CEO MESSAGE

As we take these first steps into the New Year, 
it’s a good time to reflect upon our journey. 

At ICV we are guided by the knowledge that Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander communities are best placed to determine 

which steps are needed to fulfil their long-term dreams. We also understand 
that sometimes the trail can get a little rocky. So we send guidance in the form 
of skilled volunteers who support communities through the roughest parts. 

Each time a community reaches their goals, they are more confident 
and better equipped for the destination ahead. We continue to walk 
side-by-side because together we a stronger and in partnership we 
can achieve amazing things. 

In this edition of Stepping Stones, you will read inspiring stories about 
innovative Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities who’ve 
come up with some creative ways to move towards a brighter future. 

On page 3 you can read about an exciting initiative taking place in the 
town of Casino, NSW. Toys Change Lives is a program breaking the cycle 
of youth incarceration using woodwork to build confidence and job skills 
for its participants. Due to the success of the program, it is expanding and 
ICV volunteer Justin is helping with funding opportunities by marketing 
their beautiful products. 

On page 6 you can read about the remote community of Aputula, NT, who 
have established a new centre to run health-focused programs for community 
members. ICV volunteer Wendy worked with the enthusiastic community 
group to develop guidelines and classes. You can read about Wendy’s 
personal experience and the lasting friendships she made on page 7. 

I hope you enjoy these stories of collaboration and empowerment that 
are creating lasting change for the better. Your support of ICV allows 
these stories to happen and I look forward sharing more success with 
you on the journey ahead. 

Thank you for  
making a difference

Readers should be aware that this 
newsletter may contain images 
and names of deceased people.

Honeyants artwork courtesy of Rowena Lynch and Keringke Arts
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Keeping our Freedom Youth 
Indigenous Corporation (KFYIC) 
aims to support young Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander 
people through employment 
and training pathways.  

“ We don’t do something for them, 
we don’t do something to them, we do 
something with them, which I think is 
the big difference”  PASTOR PETE BOUGHEY

KFYIC recently started a program designed to keep young 
people from reoffending by engaging them in woodwork. 
Located in the northern NSW town of Casino, the program is 
called Toys Change Lives (TCL) and is open to young men who 
have been released from youth detention. Participants are 
taught the basics of woodwork then supported and encouraged 
to create wooden toys and furniture. 

TCL has already proven successful in preventing reoffending and providing 
employment opportunities for its participants. Pastor Pete Boughey who 
runs the program out of his backyard shed, explained to ABC News that 
collaboration and empowerment have been vital to its success. 

With more young men being referred through the judicial system, TCL is fast 
outgrowing its current workspace. The program explored additional funding 
opportunities, including finding more ways of selling their products. Limited 
branding and marketing were identified as an area for improvement, and 
when they approached ICV to assist we could think of no better volunteer 
to help than our own marketing guru Justin. 

Justin worked with TCL to create a 
website, swing tags, and branding. 
With the development of these 
marketing materials it will support 
TCL in achieving their goal of 
expanding their workspace and 
becoming self-sustainable.  
If you would like to purchase a  
TCL toy visit: www.tcl.org.au

Honeyants artwork courtesy of Rowena Lynch and Keringke Arts

a



OUT & ABOUT
4

a

Spreading the word in WA
Mulga Mail is the only Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander newspaper 
in Western Australia and has built 
a strong reputation as a reliable 
source for local news, positive 
stories and important issues.

The long-term vision of Mulga Mail is to become 
financially sustainable and support the development of 
aspiring journalists through traineeships and mentoring. 
ICV volunteer Harry has been working with Mulga Mail 
on a plan that will provide clear direction for the 
paper’s future and to generate more funding. 

Taking the first steps towards healing
Libby and Keith Carney have a big dream. Through their 
Stepping Stone Healing program, they plan to reduce domestic 
violence levels and youth incarceration occurring in five 
communities located in the Bamaga 
region. The family-oriented program 
will include workshops, support 

groups and annual domestic violence-free pledge days. 
ICV volunteer Victor is currently assisting with a plan so 
Libby and Keith can attract the funding needed to make 
their dream a reality. It’s still early days, but we will 
keep you updated as the program progresses. 

Hands-on engagement in Numbulwar
The Numbulwar community was looking to 
engage their youth more in community life 
and provide them with skills and confidence 
for potential job opportunities. 

After a leather-making program was identified, 
experienced ICV volunteer Allen returned to  
Numbulwar where he had volunteered previously, to guide 
and mentor the youth through the leather-making process. 
The program was a big success, with an overwhelming 
attendance and remarkable creativity and skills on display. 

KURRAWANG
a
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SUPPORT messageS

KURRAWANG
You might remember the Kurrawang 
Aboriginal Christian Community from 
our July 2016 edition of Stepping Stones. 

The self-governing Aboriginal community located close to Kalgoorlie WA, 
installed a solar energy system which lowered their electricity costs and 
carbon footprint. We asked you to send in your messages of support, and 
now we’re passing them on to Kurrawang to show just how much you care!
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Aputula Aboriginal Corporation (AAC) 
implements initiatives to promote healthier 
lifestyles for the remote Aputula community. 

ACHIEVING BETTER HEALTH  
IN APUTULA

This is ‘a club for the people, 
by the people’  WENDY

Recently AAC took on the management of a community building to 
facilitate a range of health-focused membership programs called the 
‘Aputula Aboriginal Achievers Club’. Some of the proposed programs include 
art classes, education, health promotion and sports club. ICV volunteer 
Wendy was invited to assist in developing a set of rules and regulations 
for the use of the building and develop structures for the programs. 

WENDY’S APUTULA STORY 
The Aputula Aboriginal Achievers Club has the potential to change 
lives. The entire community has the opportunity to build a unique and 
thriving community hub and a place of safety. The club rooms provide 
a space for learning new skills by providing access to the internet, which 
can help bridge the social gap that many remote communities face. 

It will be a place to proudly display new art and craft projects created 
through workshops and classes, as well as a gathering/meeting place 
where progress and friendship can be celebrated. The club has the 
ability to generate individual and community motivation by running 
culturally appropriate programs.

AAC has a productive working partnership with Indigenous Community 
Volunteers which provides transparent, community-driven support. 
The membership model has the capacity to build pride and ownership 
through unique and proactive community involvement. 

During my visit I met many locals and their eagerness and intrigue 
for the club’s foundation was widespread. I could clearly see how a 
community club will very comfortably fill the missing void so apparent 
in this remote Aboriginal community.
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This is ‘a club for the people, 
by the people’  WENDY

This is on the evening of the first 
community meeting outside the 
clubrooms. More than 100 people 
attended, giving them the opportunity 
to hear about the club’s progress 
and have their say regarding the 
membership kit and rules.

This photo was taken during my second 
meeting with two of the board members of 
the AAC. We are viewing the membership kit 
and the rules of behaviour we had previously 
developed. We sat and discussed the wording 
and all the details then together we made 
appropriate alterations. I felt this experience 
was very positive for board members. 

I think this picture represents 
the diversity and the unity of 
this community as they relax 
after the meeting and cook up. 

The meeting was followed up by a community 
cook up of sausages and delicious salads 
prepared by the store owners. Some visiting 
health care workers and community members 
helped with the serving up.

At the end of my visit I was blown 
away when I was presented with 
this beautiful gift from Justine. 
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Name 

Address 

 

Suburb  State     Postcode 

Phone  Mobile 

Email 

My supporter number is  

  I would like to become a Community Friend: 

 Please deduct $   from my credit card on  
the 20th of each month (or the next working day)

 Please accept my one-off gift of $  

PAYMENT  Cheque (payable to Indigenous Community Volunteers)

 or  Money order 
or debit my card  Visa   Mastercard   Amex   Diners

CARD NUMBER

       

NAME ON CARD 

EXPIRY /  SIGNATURE 

  Please send me more information  
about leaving a gift to ICV in my Will

  Please tick here if you do NOT want to  
receive future communications from ICV

Call 1800 639 565 or visit 
www.icv.com.au/donate

Donations of $2 or more are tax deductible

Please return in the reply paid envelope or 
post to: PO Box 6155 MAWSON ACT 2607

PLEASE GIVE WHAT YOU CAN. THANK YOU
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