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   BOLD IDEAS
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STEPHANIE HARVEY, CEO

Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people have a 
profound understanding of 
the interconnectedness of 
everyone and everything. 
And deeply instilled in their 
culture is the idea and practice 
of everyone contributing. 
Ngapartji Ngapartji 

means ‘I give you something, 
you give me something’ in Pitjantjatjara. 

Ngapartji Ngapartji is also the foundation 
of ICV’s activities. Volunteers give, communities 
give, donors give…

This edition of Stepping Stones brings you stories 
from communities and volunteers who have been 
on life-changing journeys together. Their lives 
are richer from having spent time with each other, 
sharing, learning and healing. And it highlights 
how a thriving community spirit can drive positive, 
lasting change for Indigenous communities. 

On pages 6–7 you can read about John and Kitty 
Tabuai, a visionary couple with big hearts from 
Far North QLD. They took it upon themselves 
to find a solution to their remote community’s 
transport problems and, in so doing, have 
brought greater prosperity to their community.

Readers should be aware that this 
newsletter may contain images 
and names of deceased people.

CEO MESSAGE
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Yalata Festival, SA

Then on pages 10 and 11 we bring you a story from 
the Yalata community on the Far West coast of 
South Australia. 2015 is a very important year for 
the Yalata community. ICV volunteers Bev and Les 
from NSW and ICV staff member Sarah were invited 
to help plan and manage the Yalata Festival, to 
acknowledge and celebrate key anniversaries.

And on pages 14 and 15 you can meet Rosemary, 
a Darug woman and qualified teacher from the 
Hawkesbury region in NSW. Since 2013 Rosemary 
has been volunteering in the Martu Lands of remote 
WA helping to increase literacy and numeracy skills.

On pages 8 and 9 I’ve included a few of the 
hundreds of kind messages you sent recently to the 
community of Wiluna in WA. On behalf of all the 
communities we work with, I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank everyone who makes our work 
possible. I’m always so humbled by your generosity.

Thank you

“ Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people have a 
profound understanding of 
the interconnectedness of 
everyone and everything.”
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A hub for much needed 
community services in Geraldton

Geraldton Aboriginal Men’s Association (GAMA) grew 
out of the desire of local Aboriginal men to establish a 
safe and culturally appropriate space for Aboriginal men 
to gather. In 2011 ICV volunteer Matt helped them 
develop a business plan. More recently, ICV volunteer 
Brian has been helping GAMA apply for funding to build 
a ‘Men’s Shed’. They hope it will become a hub for the 
delivery of much-needed community services.

Building skills and capacity for 
long term success in country NSW 

Wellington Local Aboriginal Lands Council (LALC) has a 
big vision: to liberate and empower Aboriginal people in 
NSW through economic and social independence. But 
facing tough times and in receivership for more than six 
years, its very survival was in doubt. ICV volunteer Ian 
stepped in to help Wellington LALC turn its fortunes 
around. With renewed funding, it can now stay open and 
continue to provide vital services to the local community.

OUT & ABOUT

NUMBULWAR , 
NT

ICV volunteer 
Allen sharing 
his skills with 
Numbulwar locals
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ICV volunteer Brian with  
GAMA visionaries Jamie,  
Tony and Wayne

Brightening up a remote community 
brings better job prospects

Numbulwar is a small and thriving primarily Aboriginal 
community on the Gulf of Carpentaria. Its remoteness 
means the community has to rely heavily on its own 
resourcefulness and resilience. Veteran ICV volunteer 
Allen has been sharing his skills and experience helping 
Numbulwar locals build infrastructure and restore 
important sites in the community. Numbulwar locals are 
thrilled with the results and hope their new skills will 
improve their job prospects too.

GERALDTON, 
WA

WELLINGTON, 
NSW

Wellington LALC Board members 
with ICV volunteer Ian
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Living in a remote area can have its challenges, 
particularly when good local transport options are 
hard to come by. With a bold vision and desire to 
help their community, John and Kitty Tabuai took 
matters into their own hands, and a thriving local 
business was born.

The Northern Peninsula Area in Far North Queensland 
covers a wide expanse of the northwestern coast 
of the Cape York Peninsula. It is accessible all 
year round by air or sea, but there are no regional 
bus services on the Cape York Peninsula.

Husband and wife team John and Kitty Tabuai, 
based in Bamaga, saw the need for an affordable 
and personal transport solution for the local 
community and surrounding regions. Their idea 
was to offer a number of different passenger and 
freight options for local people and inbound tourists 
arriving via Cairns, Thursday Island and Weipa. 

CREATING 
TRANSPORT LINKS 
CONNECTS COMMUNITIES 
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ICV volunteers David and Marella travelled to 
Bamaga and helped John and Kitty get started. 
Together they developed a sound business plan 
and built bookkeeping and accounting skills.

Northern Peninsula Area Freights, Transport & 
Hire now services the five communities in the 
Northern Peninsula Area – their own community 
of Bamaga, plus Seisia, Umagico, Injinoo and 
New Mapoon, as well as the Thursday Island 
ferry terminal at Seisia and Bamaga Airport. 

Locals and tourists now benefit from a regular 
bus service and an affordable long distance bus 
service connecting Cairns and Bamaga, some 
950km one way. Charter bus services are also 
available to regional communities including 
Lockhart River, Weipa, Mapoon and Aurukun. 

David and Marella even helped John and Kitty set 
up a snack bar to provide “good for you take away 
foods”. So the local community now benefits from 
fresh food cooked by Kitty and her family too. 

John and Kitty’s vision and resourcefulness has 
boosted local employment and the buses are already 
operating at 80-100% capacity. Their journey is an 
inspiring one and highlights how, with support 
and encouragement, dreams really can come true.

Husband and wife team 
John and Kitty Tabuai

NORTHERN 
PENINSULA 
AREA , QLD
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THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO 
SENT MESSAGES OF SUPPORT
for the learner drivers  
of Wiluna, in remote WA! 
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COMMUNITIES IN FOCUS

Yalata is an Aboriginal community 
220km from Ceduna on the Far 
West coast of South Australia. It is 
home to some 300 Anangu people. 

2015 is a very important year for the 
Yalata community. It marks the 60th anniversary 
of the granting of land to the Lutheran Church 
to form the settlement of Yalata for the Anangu 
people who were displaced from their tribal 
lands by the nuclear testing at nearby Maralinga. 
It also marks the 40th anniversary of Yalata 
Community Inc., an Anangu elected governing 
council formed by the Anangu community to 
assume control from the Lutheran Church. 

To acknowledge and celebrate these significant 
anniversaries, community members worked 
closely with volunteers, staff and service providers 
to hold a three day festival on an important site 
within the Yalata community. ICV volunteers Bev 
and Les from NSW and ICV staff member Sarah 
were invited to help with the event management, 
which has resulted in a close and strong 
relationship between ICV and Yalata community. 

CELEBRATING STRONG 
AND RESILIENT 
COMMUNITY SPIRIT  
BRINGS GENERATIONS TOGETHER
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Sarah says “It was a real honour to be involved in 
such an important event for the Yalata community 
and to see the Anangu people celebrate their rich 
history. To see our volunteers Bev and Les work 
closely alongside key community people who 
were keen to learn new skills was wonderful. 

It demonstrated how ICV’s strength based approach 
to community development really empowers 
people and benefits the whole community.”

The festival showcased how strong and 
resilient the community has been over different 
generations. It featured art, crafts and bush 
medicine workshops. Discussions were held 
around campfires about the future of the 
community, and traditional food included roo 
tail stew and steak, wombat and damper. 

A kids’ disco on the first night was a great 
success, and the finale concert involved local 
and national artists. The icing on the cake was 
a singing performance by the Yalata children. 

The festival was such a success, plans are 
now underway for next year’s event and ICV 
looks forward to being involved again.
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ICV believes that corporate financial, social, 
and environmental responsibility is something 
all organisations should embrace. 

Given the extent of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander disadvantage, the cost of wasteful or 
ineffective programs is too high for our clients 
and sponsors to bear. Therefore, ICV pledges to 
invest and manage all of the monies entrusted 
to it wisely, efficiently, effectively, and ethically. 
We pledge to be a trustworthy beneficiary 
of your generosity. 

Respecting your rights

We will
•  Respect and uphold your human 

rights and dignity
•  Respect your right to provide 

feedback on our service
•  Respect the privacy and the confidentiality 

of your personal information

Making it happen for you

We will
•  Be responsive to your needs
•  Aim to answer your call or respond to 

your email or letters promptly
•  Eliminate unnecessary red tape and paperwork

OUR PROMISE TO YOU...
ICV SUPPORTER CHARTER
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Getting it right

 We will
•  Provide you with clear and accurate information
•  Give you consistent advice
•  Spend donated money responsibly
•  Keep administration costs to a minimum
•  Being genuinely interested in you

We will
•  Treat you with courtesy and respect
•  Act in a professional and friendly manner
•  Ensure that any concerns or complaints you 

may have are handled promptly and efficiently
•  Use your feedback and comments to 

make improvements to our service

If you have any questions or feedback, 
please contact our friendly Supporter Engagement 
Team on 1800 639 565 or at donate@icv.com.au 
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Rosemary King is a Darug woman 
and a qualified teacher and tutor  
from the Hawkesbury region at the 
foot of the Blue Mountains in NSW.

Volunteering with ICV gives her 
the opportunity to lend her skills 
and experience to the Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander 
community in different ways. 

In the past year Rosemary has helped a 
Western Sydney community develop their 
sewing skills, to produce and sell items helping 
them escape the welfare trap. 

Most recently she returned to Punmu in remote 
WA to help build literacy and numeracy skills, 
and revisit friendships she made on her first 
project there in 2013. 

“Travelling to the Western Desert in 
Martu country was a complete change 
of location but surprisingly, not outside 
my comfort zone”, says Rosemary. 

ROSEMARY KING

Rosemary spent 
time getting to know 
community Elders

VOLUNTEERS  
IN ACTION

P
RO FIL E

VOLUNTEER
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Punmu is on the north eastern shore of Lake 
Dora, and is reached from either Port Headland 
or Newman by unsealed roads. Or, as Rosemary 
did, by mail plane, a four hour flight with stops 
at Jigalong, Parnngurr (Cotton Creek) and 
Kunawarritji (Well 33) on the Canning Stock Route. 

Rosemary helped Martu men prepare their resumes 
for job applications to the nearby Telfer Mine. 
She sat with primary school children during 
DEAR (Drop Everything And Read) to listen while 
they read, and help them with words they didn’t 
know. And she spent time preparing and serving 
meals for Elders at the local aged care centre. 

“I was able to spend some time yarning with 
the Elders, getting to know them and about the 
Martu lands and their life before coming to live 
in the community. They told me about hunting, 
ceremony and their children and grandchildren, 
and I was able to share stories about my 
country with them too”, says Rosemary.

“During my first stay in Punmu I came to know 
some members of the community quite well. I was 
invited by an Elder woman to paint with her, and it 
was a very moving experience and a privilege that 
I’ll treasure forever. I also had the opportunity to 
accompany her and other women into the desert, 
to collect bush tomatoes and go hunting. They 
showed me how to use some plants for traditional 
medicine. The sharing of knowledge is inherent 
in Aboriginal culture and, although thousands 
of kilometres from my own country, I found I 
had much in common with these women.” 
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Name 

Address 

 

Suburb  State     Postcode 

Phone  Mobile 

Email 

My supporter number is  

  I would like to become a Community Friend: 

 Please deduct $   from my credit card on  
the 20th of each month (or the next working day)

 Please accept my one-off gift of $  

PAYMENT  Cheque (payable to Indigenous Community Volunteers)

 or  Money order 
or debit my card  Visa   Mastercard   Amex   Diners

CARD NUMBER

       

NAME ON CARD 

EXPIRY /  SIGNATURE 

  Please send me more information  
about leaving a gift to ICV in my Will

  Please tick here if you do NOT want to  
receive future communications from ICV

Call 1800 639 565 or visit 
www.icv.com.au/donate

Donations of $2 or more are tax deductible
Please return in the reply paid envelope or 
post to: PO Box 6155 MAWSON ACT 2607

PLEASE GIVE WHAT YOU CAN. THANK YOU
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