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CEO MESSAGE
STEPHANIE HARVEY, CEO
As we herald in a new year,
it’s always a good time to reflect
on the successes of the past
twelve months. This edition
of Stepping Stones celebrates
some of the many projects that
you made possible through
your support of ICV.
On behalf of the communities we partner
with, thank you for your contribution to
this work. Thank you for understanding the
importance of what we do, how we do it, and
for caring enough to stand up for Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander communities.
At ICV we are always humbled by how much
people are willing to give and make a commitment
to helping Indigenous communities. There
are many ways to contribute, all equally
valuable to the Indigenous people you are
reaching out to with your support.
Whether you volunteer your time, donate to our
different appeals, make regular monthly donations
or if you have included a gift to ICV in your Will,
you are helping make dreams come true.

Readers should be aware that this
newsletter may contain images
and names of deceased people.

Honeyants artwork courtesy of Rowena Lynch and Keringke Arts
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We realise, like many other organisations
in the community development field, that
governments are reluctant to fund this sort of
work. So we need your support now more than
ever, to allow us to build our own long term
sustainability, and help Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander communities well in to the future.

Thank you for all that you do.

“W hether you volunteer your time,
donate to our different appeals, make
regular monthly donations or if you have
included a gift to ICV in your Will, you
are helping make dreams come true. ”
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OUT & ABOUT
Planning for greater impact
on the NSW South Coast
Waminda South Coast Women’s Health and Welfare
Aboriginal Corporation is operated, governed and staffed
by Aboriginal women. Volunteer Cath has been working
with them on their Strategic Plan. Having greater
community and stakeholder input will give Waminda
a more solid understanding of their clients’ needs.
Cath also recently helped with the development of
Waminda’s operational plan, and looks forward
to supporting staff through its implementation.

One great thing leads to
another in Punmu, WA
While facilitating an adult literacy project in Punmu,
multi-talented volunteer Rosemary was in great demand.
Recent home renovations in the community inspired
local women to improve their sewing skills.
Rosemary had recently done a sewing project in
NSW and was eager to help out. The women can now
make soft furnishings and do basic clothing repairs.
Making your own curtains and extending the life of
clothing in a remote community is no small thing!
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NOWRA , NSW
Waminda staff member Melissa
with ICV volunteer Cath

Safer, healthier homes in Papunya, NT
ICV volunteer Remko was recently
invited back to Papunya to help local
Aboriginal workers expand and refine
their fencing skills. Families in the
community now have greater privacy,
protection from the elements, and can
control their pets more effectively.
This benefits the whole community and
the local men have since put their new
skills to good use by building even more
fences in and around the community.

PAPUNYA , NT

Community member Debra
making her own curtains

PUNMU, WA
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‘MAY OUR CAMPFIRES BURN FOREVER’

DUMBARTUNG
KEEPING NYOONGAH
CULTURE ALIVE

At Dumbartung’s heart are Robert and Selina Eggington

Dumbartung (meaning “We of the people”) is a
Perth-based grassroots community organisation
committed to supporting the healing of
Nyoongah people through cultural initiatives
that strengthen spiritual identity and belonging.
Dumbartung has gained worldwide recognition
for advocating for the protection of Aboriginal
intellectual property rights and cultural rights. Over
the years it has attracted famous visitors including
Bob Dylan, the Dalai Lama and Johnny Cash.
At the heart of Dumbartung are Robert and
Selina Eggington, a compassionate, engaging
and inspiring force to be reckoned with.
In 2013 they approached ICV for support with
transcribing Aboriginal people’s stories
submitted in the 2008 Western Australian
Redress process, which compensated people who
were abused and neglected while in state care.

a

7

Robert and Selina had handwritten the stories
of 156 Aboriginal people and supported many of
them through this painful and traumatic time.
Now wanting to do something special with
all the stories they had collected, Robert and
Selina asked ICV to find a volunteer for the
job. Local husband and wife volunteer team,
Joan and John were delighted to help.
Joan and John have spent the past two years
transcribing the 156 files so they can be
given to the Redress participants and their
families. It’s been a massive task, and a hugely
rewarding one for everyone involved.
Robert and Selina offered a personal thank
you to Joan and John at a recent screening of
a documentary which explores the powerful
history of Dumbartung Aboriginal Corporation.

“We have two very important people whom we would
like to acknowledge: John and Joan. John and Joan
have spent the past few years transcribing the Redress
stories of our people who were members of the stolen
generation, people who were brutalised while in state
care. This is very important for our people to have
their story told and heard… It was a blessing for us
the day John and Joan walked through our door.”

PERTH, WA

ICV volunteers
Joan and John
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NGALLU WAL
ABORIGINAL CHILD
AND FAMILY CENTRE
DOONSIDE, WESTERN SYDNEY

DOONSIDE,
NSW

One project which began over a
year ago as a women’s sewing
group has evolved in to a popular
weekly craft gathering for women,
men and children. They come
together to connect with each other
and to learn new skills. Selling
their creations helps fund some of
the Centre’s other activities, like
the much-needed kids’ programs.
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IT’S ALL HANDS ON DECK

FOR HERITAGE
COTTAGE RESTORATION

Menzies is a small mining and pastoral town in
WA’s Eastern Goldfields, an eight hour drive east
of Perth and home to around 235 people. It is a
growing destination for tourists who come to
see the famous Lake Ballard Sculptures. But
limited accommodation means that few visitors
stay and appreciate the rich history of the town.
Menzies Aboriginal Corporation (MAC) is one of
the few Aboriginal organisations in the region
that still has full control over its community
assets. It owns residential housing and other
premises including several heritage railway
cottages. These unique heritage buildings are
slowly deteriorating and if nothing is done soon,
they will be lost for future generations. A piece of
history and part of Menzies will be gone forever.
Understandably, MAC is keen to preserve
the community’s history. Making the most
of its assets will create employment and
income opportunities for the community.
Since 2009, ICV has been working with the
community to help make their vision a reality.
Volunteer Stephen has worked with local
men to increase their home maintenance
and repair skills. This helps keep these kinds
of jobs in the community and avoids having
to rely on costly out-of-town contractors.

Making the
most of Menzies’
historical past
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MENZIES , WA
More recently, ICV volunteers Harry,
Noel and Remko have been working
with MAC and Menzies community
members to develop a business case
and plans to turn the heritage listed
cottages into tourist accommodation.
After spending time consulting with the community,
Harry developed the first draft business plan. Noel
was then invited to help complete drawings and
specifications to renovate three railway cottages and
the station master’s house. This information then
allowed Remko to step in and complete an accurate
cost analysis of the specifications. Harry now has
enough information to produce a final draft of the
business case and MAC has already begun to engage
with stakeholders with the potential to fund the project.

“It’s a great example of how projects can evolve as
they develop, and multiple volunteers are required to
achieve the required aim,” says ICV’s Western Regional
Manager Doyen. “In some cases like this, where regular
communication with the community is possible by phone
and email, it is entirely possible for volunteers to help
with the project from the comfort of their own home. This
is what Noel and Remko did with drafting and costing of
the architectural plans, which helped keep costs down.”
There’s much excitement in the community about the
plans. Shire councillor and local business man Justin
Lee said, “It’ll actually bring people and get them
to stay in town… It will create employment in this
community, not just the maintenance, cleaning and
people directly involved in the project but also there are
the added benefits of just having people staying here”.
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LOOKING BACK HELPS
BOWEN COMMUNITY

PLAN FOR THE FUTURE

The Girudala Community Co-Operative
Society Limited (Girudala) has almost forty
years’ experience in delivering much-needed
community services to Indigenous people in
Bowen and surrounding areas in northern QLD.
It grew from humble beginnings as a housing
cooperative, managing a portfolio of houses and
offering stable and affordable accommodation
to local Indigenous people.
BOWEN,
QLD

Today, Girudala offers a wide
range of services including
family support, activities and
services for frail aged and young
disabled people, and programs
to strengthen the link between
parents, their school-age children
and their school, including
an after-school care and homework program.
It also provides preventative health care programs,
a general medical clinic which specialises in
Indigenous health, and a café which provides
employment opportunities for Indigenous people.
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Importantly, Girudala is the only Indigenouscontrolled and Indigenous-focused organisation
providing community services in the local area.
To ensure it is able to meet the future needs
of the local community, Girudala approached
ICV for help to review the effectiveness of its
now large portfolio of programs, and pave the
way to a successful, sustainable future.
ICV volunteer Ross was well placed to help.
Ross has been volunteering with ICV since 2008,
generously sharing his business management,
advisory and administration skills with many
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities.
After conducting the review, Ross says, “Girudala
has applied itself with energy, vision and
flexibility to make a difference for good for the
Indigenous people of Bowen and the surrounding
region. Girudala has also taken the initiative in
actively seeking ways to put its activities as far as
possible on a self-sustaining basis and reduce its
dependence on both the uncertainty and policy
restrictions of government financial support.”

“Girudala has applied itself with energy,
vision and flexibility to make a difference
for good for the Indigenous people of
Bowen and the surrounding region.”

Ross adds, “The management and staff of Girudala
have every reason to be proud of what they have
achieved for the Indigenous community in and
around Bowen. Girudala has performed very
creditably and effectively in managing and
delivering its various programs over the past five
years and this performance provides a strong
base for its future operations.”
The community and the Board of Girudala
are looking forward to using Ross’s report in
planning the future direction of its services
and applying for funds for the organisation.
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HELPING FUTURE
GENERATIONS
A THOUGHTFUL
GESTURE TODAY
CAN MAKE A WORLD
OF DIFFERENCE FOR
THE GENERATIONS
OF TOMORROW
A gift in your Will, no matter how big or small,
is a uniquely powerful way to make a positive,
lasting difference for Indigenous Australians.
After taking care of your family and loved ones,
please consider including a gift to ICV in your Will.
You will be helping to create a brighter future
for generations to come.
Ellen, from South Australia, just
turned 87 and has made a generous
commitment to helping Indigenous
people in the coming years:
“I began supporting ICV because
I love our country so very much
and I understand our obligations
to those who were here first.
There are many wise and clever Indigenous
people whom we can learn from.
As these times are very uncertain and not knowing
what the future will be, I have made it possible to
keep helping ICV in the best way. My Will is made
and ICV is guaranteed a gift which will be more
than I can spend personally in the next few years.

Volunteers and donors can help make life better
for people who need a helping hand to get
started, and who amongst us has never needed
help at some time or a shoulder to lean on?”
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Volunteer Brian feels the same way.

“Anyone with a basic understanding
of Australian history will realise
that our Indigenous people have
been treated unjustly. As a nonIndigenous person, I feel great
pain and empathy for them, and I
support any organisation which is
trying to reconcile this tragic past.
As a volunteer of ICV for many years, I have
got to know the people involved and I have
not yet found a more dedicated group. I believe
they deliver the best outcomes for Australia’s
Indigenous people. Consequently I have gifted
part of my Will to ICV, to help them carry on
their good work into the future. It’s an action
I recommend others consider taking too.”

“I believe ICV delivers the best outcomes
for Australia’s Indigenous people.
Consequently I have gifted part of my
Will to ICV, to help them carry on their
good work into the future. It’s an action
I recommend others consider taking too.”

For more information on how to include a gift to
Indigenous Community Volunteers in your Will,
please visit http://icv.com.au/how-you-canhelp/wills-and-bequests/ or call 1800 639 565.

PLEASE GIVE WHAT YOU CAN. THANK YOU
Name
Address

State

Suburb
Phone

Postcode

Mobile

Email
My supporter number is

I would like to become a Community Friend:
Please deduct $
from my credit card on
the 20th of each month (or the next working day)

Please accept my one-off gift of $
PAYMENT

Cheque (payable to Indigenous Community Volunteers)
or

or debit my card

Money order
Visa

Mastercard

Amex

CARD NUMBER

NAME ON CARD

EXPIRY

/

SIGNATURE

Please send me more information
about leaving a gift to ICV in my Will
P
 lease tick here if you do NOT want to
receive future communications from ICV

Call 1800 639 565 or visit
www.icv.com.au/donate
Donations of $2 or more are tax deductible
Please return in the reply paid envelope or
post to: PO Box 6155 MAWSON ACT 2607

Diners

