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CEO MESSAGE
STEPHANIE HARVEY, CEO
Believe it or not, we’re already
half way through the year!
This edition of Stepping Stones
is a great opportunity to take
a look at the inspiring things
happening in Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander
communities around Australia.
Stepping Stones is so called because together
we share the journeys of communities taking
bold steps towards fulfilling their long
term dreams. And Stepping Stones is your
newsletter, because it shows how your support
is making a real difference to people’s lives.
There’s a recurring theme running through this
edition. Successful community development
depends on building lasting relationships, trust
and respect. And each story is a testimony to this.
ICV has a vested interest in the longer term goals
of every community we work with. Staff and
volunteers work on multiple projects which form
part of a community’s own vision for its future.
Because of this, special bonds are built between
staff, community members and the volunteers
they invite to live and work alongside them.

Readers should be aware that this
newsletter may contain images
and names of deceased people.
Honeyants artwork courtesy of Rowena Lynch and Keringke Arts
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“Successful community development
depends on building lasting
relationships, trust and respect.”

On page 6, you can read about Coobabla Farm
community in WA. ICV has been working with
Coobabla since 2009 on its water security among
other projects. Volunteer Robert has built such
a close relationship with community members
that he was invited back again this year.
Likewise, ICV has been supporting Wellington
Local Aboriginal Land Council (WLALC) in NSW
for some years now. One of their goals is to restore
Nanima Village to its former glory. Nanima was the
first inland Aboriginal mission and is Australia’s
longest continually operating Reserve. I’m delighted
to share their exciting news with you on page 10.
And on page 12 you can read about Kurrawang
community in WA. Kurrawang residents are firmly
in the driving seat of their own development.
They have ambitious plans to provide for their
community’s energy needs. ICV staff and volunteers
are enjoying being there every step of the way.
Please take a moment to enjoy the stories and the
communities’ successes, because it’s caring people
like you that make ICV’s work possible.

Thank you
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OUT & ABOUT
Workshop leads to better community
engagement in QLD
ICV Queensland was invited to hold a workshop for
members of the QLD Resources Council (QRC) who have
volunteered to assist in a pilot Traditional Owner Group
Governance Training Program. ICV, along with resource
industry representatives, is partnering with the QRC in this
much needed initiative. QRC volunteers received tailored
training including cultural awareness and community
development project management. Importantly, they are
now skilled to engage with Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Island Traditional Owner groups involved in the program.

PINJARRA ,
WA

Daniela, Lee, Mark and
Karrie-Anne looking
over the new plans

Supporting cultural and
creative wellbeing in VIC
Baluk Arts is a non-profit Aboriginal arts organisation
owned by Aboriginal artists from Frankston, the
Mornington Peninsula and wider south-east Melbourne.
Through Baluk Arts, family groups and members of the
Stolen Generation have reconnected with their culture
and can express their histories through strong artistic
practices that support their cultural and creative wellbeing.
ICV volunteer Allan has been supporting Baluk Arts
administration staff with setting up processes, developing
policies and procedures, and building computer skills.
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QRC volunteers at
the ICV workshop

QLD

Strengthening community
connections in WA
Since 2012, ICV has supported Murray Districts Aboriginal
Association (MDAA) towards a long term vision of renovating
a community centre and restoring it to a hub for local
people. The next phase is to develop an amphitheatre
space next to their newly renovated community centre
for events and cultural gatherings. Their dream is also to
build an art gallery, visitors centre and offices. Volunteer
Daniela has been working with MDAA on concept drawings
which will take them closer to realising their dream.

ICV volunteer Allan
with Baluk Arts Board

SOUTH-EAST
VICTORIA
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IMPROVING
WATER SECURITY

IN RURAL WA

Coobabla Farm is a beautiful 650 hectare
mixed farming property in WA.
Owned by the Woolah Wah Land
Aboriginal Corporation (WWLAC), it is
an important base for the Coobabla Farm
community and future generations.
ICV has been working with Coobabla
Farm community since 2009. Like
many other farms in rural areas,
Coobabla relies heavily on rainfall
for its water supply. WWLAC
wanted a skilled volunteer to work
alongside local men to build two
COOBABLA
FARM , WA
kit sheds on the farm. This would
improve construction skills in the
community and significantly increase
rainfall catchment on the farm.
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Volunteer Robert was the perfect match. A qualified
mechanical engineer and retired technical teacher,
Robert has a passion for contributing his knowledge
and experience to the growth and development of
others. The success of his first visit to Coobabla
and the respectful relationship he built with
community members has endured over the years.
In 2015 the farm’s hay shed burned to the ground
and with it, a large part of its rainfall catchment
capacity. Although the shed was insured, finding
the right solution for rebuilding and replacing
water collection and storage infrastructure
within their budget was a challenge.
WWLAC got in touch with ICV again to see
if Robert would be willing and able to return
to Coobabla and support the community.
WWLAC Elder, Dennis Hayward, invited Robert
back to Coobabla Farm to view the proposed hay
shed site. They visited a local shed manufacturer
and the Northam Shire Council to discuss the
project with the Planning Officer and Building
Inspector. Following Robert’s advice, WWLAC
finalised a contract for the complete supply,
delivery and erection of their new hay shed.
During his visit, Robert found that one of the
community’s biggest concerns was around rain
water catchment for drinking and household use.
He identified that a system of improved gutters
and minor modifications on existing structures
would greatly improve their water catchment
and avoid the need to purchase drinking water.
Robert spent the following week working with farm
residents to reinstate the rainwater catchment
facilities of several existing roof areas.
The local community is delighted with the
outcome of Robert’s latest visit. WWLAC member
Karan says, “We now have four buildings where
the capacity of the water has been improved
and the actual storage of the water will be
increased even more once the hay shed is built.”
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Midwest Yamaji Music
Aboriginal Inc. (MYMAI) held
its inaugural First Nations
Festival in Geraldton, WA in May.
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Celebrating National Reconciliation Week,
more than 500 people enjoyed local artists and
performers, and an array of multicultural food
stalls. ICV worked with MYMAI to secure funding
from the City of Greater Geraldton to host the event.
Congratulations to everyone involved!
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BRINGING
HISTORY

BACK TO LIFE

Nanima Village is a former mission on the
outskirts of Wellington, between Orange
and Dubbo in NSW. It was the first inland
Aboriginal mission and is Australia’s
longest continually operating reserve.
The Village is owned and managed by the
Wellington Local Aboriginal Land Council
(WLALC) and its members have an ambitious
vision to restore it to its former glory.

WELLINGTON,
NSW

ICV volunteer Ian helped
WLALC develop a new
Community, Land and Business
Plan, setting out their goals and
how they could achieve them.
First on their ‘to do’ list was
to restore some old buildings,
and bring them back to life.
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The old school
will become an
education and
wellbeing centre

For the past few years, WLALC have been trying
to get the old school building, located in the heart
of Nanima Village, back into their care after it
closed in 1996. Built in 1908 and owned by the
Department of Education NSW, the building
was rundown. Turning it into an education and
wellbeing centre seemed a distant dream.
In an exciting recent development, however,
WLALC’s visionary CEO, Leanne Stanley,
contacted us to say they have finally been able
to acquire the school, the asbestos has been
removed, and they are ready for the next phase.
WLALC would now like a skilled volunteer to help
develop a business plan for the school building, as
part of their funding requirements. The idea is that
the centre will become a hub for local culture, history
and heritage, and a place to promote bush tucker and
medicines through establishing native gardens.
“We want people to learn about the importance of
looking after country, and the profound benefits of
that to both country and self,” says Leanne. ICV looks
forward to supporting WLALC every step of the way.

The centre will become a hub for
local culture, history and heritage,
and a place to promote bush
tucker and medicines through
establishing native gardens.
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KURRAWANG COMMUNITY

A PATH TO SUCCESS
AND SUSTAINABILITY

ICV volunteer Robin with Kurrawang’s Denise Lynch

Kurrawang is a self-governing Aboriginal
community close to Kalgoorlie, 600km East of
Perth. ICV has been working with Kurrawang
since 2013. Our first collaboration was to
improve the community’s financial stability.

For two years, skilled ICV volunteers worked to
support the Board, and develop sound structures
to address financial management. The result
was positive cash flows in the community’s
subsequent budgets, pulling Kurrawang out
of financial difficulty and onto a better path.
Next, Kurrawang asked ICV to find a volunteer
who could help assess a proposal by energy
companies wishing to access their land to develop
solar power systems. ICV volunteer Robin is a
member of the Alternative Technology Association
(ATA), so he was best placed to help Kurrawang
work through the proposal. Major changes to
government policy on renewables and solar
rebates at the same time made it unviable.
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KURRA WANG,
WA

Robin’s expertise, however, made it possible for
Kurrawang to consider if its own community housing
power needs might be better suited to a renewable
energy system. After successfully securing low
interest loans with support from ATA and Robin,
a 30kw system has just been installed, and the
community is really pleased with the results.
“The community got involved in helping to install
the panels and it is empowering to know that
we have been able to accomplish this ourselves,”
said Kurrawang board member Rowena Leslie.
“This provides electricity for the whole day and
whatever we don’t use, there would be a small
surplus fed back into the grid,” she added.
“From this project our tenants have become more
environmentally aware. We are growing as a
community and thinking about our carbon footprint.”
The solar energy system will bring many benefits
to the community in coming years. It is expected
to cover more than 20% of Kurrawang’s electricity
consumption, and reduce carbon dioxide emissions
by around 50 tonnes each year. Lower electricity
bills for residents will be such that bill savings
will outweigh loan repayments.
Installing the system has also given community
members knowledge and skills in renewable
energy technology. Kurrawang is now working with
another skilled ICV volunteer, Brian, to improve
housing infrastructure in the community.
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GET INVOLVED!

BRIGHT MINDS
RAISING MUCH NEEDED
FUNDS FOR ICV
ICV WA’s Emily Lapinski was recently
invited to talk to students at Warnbro
Community High School Education
Support Centre near Perth. Middle school
students were so inspired by ICV’s
community development work, that they
created their own business enterprises
to raise funds for ICV. Their enterprises include
Magnet Makers (fridge magnets made from Plaster of
Paris), Rainbow Smoothies (healthy fruit smoothies),
Sweet Nothing (a nutritious salad), and Scrubalicious
(scented body scrub which was a big hit for Mothers Day).
Congratulations and thank you to everyone involved!

If you have a great fundraising idea and
would like to raise funds for ICV, call us today
on 1800 639 565, email donate@icv.com.au
or visit www.icv.com.au/fundraise and
we can help you reach your goals!
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A gift in your Will to Indigenous
Community Volunteers (ICV)
helps make dreams come
true for future generations.
Organising your Will is one of the most important
things you will ever do. A Will protects your family
and loved ones, and ensures that your estate is divided
among the people you love in the way you intend.
This year we have been very fortunate to receive
bequests from generous people who wanted to
continue to help future generations of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander people.
Recently we introduced The Silver Leaf Society
to recognise donors supporting the vital work of
ICV in this way. If you do decide to leave a bequest
to ICV we would like to celebrate your support
with you, by inviting you to become a member
of the Silver Leaf Society. There is no cost
to you and no obligation to provide further
information.. You will receive a delicate silver
lapel pin in recognition of your generosity.

For further information please contact Alicia
Edwards, our Bequest Officer, on 1800 639 565.

PLEASE GIVE WHAT YOU CAN. THANK YOU
Name
Address

State

Suburb
Phone

Postcode

Mobile

Email
My supporter number is

I would like to become a Community Friend:
from my credit card on
 lease deduct $
P
the 20th of each month (or the next working day)

Please accept my one-off gift of $

PAYMENT

Cheque (payable to Indigenous Community Volunteers)
or

or debit my card

Money order
Visa

Mastercard

Amex

CARD NUMBER

NAME ON CARD

EXPIRY

/

SIGNATURE

Please send me more information
about leaving a gift to ICV in my Will
Please tick here if you do NOT want to
receive future communications from ICV

Call 1800 639 565 or visit
www.icv.com.au/donate
Donations of $2 or more are tax deductible
Please return in the reply paid envelope or
post to: PO Box 6155 MAWSON ACT 2607

Diners

