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Strengthening
Cultural
Connections

Welcome to Ste pping Stones
Welcome to your latest edition
of Stepping Stones. In this
edition we bring you more
exciting updates from some of
the many communities you are
helping through your support
of Indigenous Community
Volunteers (ICV).
All the work ICV does with
Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people is, in some way,
related to preserving and
promoting culture and language.
Stephanie Harvey, CEO
It is so intimately linked with
personal, family and community
identity, that strong cultural connections are one of the
keys to improving overall health and social and economic
wellbeing, especially in remote communities. Art and sport
play an important role for many communities in this regard.
ICV volunteer Jack, a high school art teacher for over 20
years who specialises in ceramics, together with his wife Jill,
spent time in Ceduna, South Australia, helping local artists
bring their ideas to life through pottery. The Ceduna Arts
and Culture Centre now has a new workspace (see pages 6
and 7), a fully operational kiln, and staff with the knowledge
and expertise of how to decorate, glaze and fire products.
The sale of their beautiful pieces will provide a new and
sustainable income in the longer term.

back to life and it’s now a thriving art and cultural space.
It took over three years of working together from the
initial stages of drafting architectural plans, and now it’s
an important centre for cultural and artistic gatherings
from around the region.
ICV volunteers have been involved in many other
projects in the Dubbo and Orana region of NSW, from
landscaping native gardens in schools, to helping local
organisations with governance and strategic planning
skills.
This is one of the most gratifying aspects of our work,
seeing ideas become reality across whole communities
and regions. At ICV we know from experience that
empowering communities to take control of their own
future is the only way to create positive, lasting change.
None of our work would be possible without people like
you, who care deeply about building a fair and
compassionate society for all Australians.

Thank you.

Strong cultural connections are key to improving health
and social and economic wellbeing.

On pages 10 and 11 you can read about ICV’s long and
fruitful relationship with Dubbo Local Aboriginal Land
Council. ICV volunteers helped bring the old Fire Station

Readers should be aware that this newsletter may contain images and
names of deceased people, which are of cultural sensitivity and may
cause distress to relatives and community. Please contact ICV if there are
any images of this nature so that they can be removed.
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Out and About
Softball competition improves social connectedness
in the Territory
ICV was recently invited by Kaltukatjara community to address
women’s health and wellbeing issues and provide opportunities to
increase social connectedness and confidence through softball
coaching. ICV volunteer Dahlia coached young women
from around the region to compete for the first
time on full size fields and by NT rules. The
winning team from the regional round-robin
travelled to Darwin to compete in a state-wide
community softball competition.

Competing on a level playing field in NT

Creating training and employment opportunities in Cunnamulla

Start of the proposed riverside pathway

Cunnamulla is a rural community 900km west of Brisbane which is
largely dependent upon welfare. Community Development
Employment Program (CDEP) Coordinator Rodney approached
ICV to help create training and employment opportunities for local
Aboriginal people. ICV volunteer David helped develop
a concept proposal for a riverside pathway project.
The proposed construction of a 15km riverside
pathway will support disengaged youth
and unemployed adults as well as boosting
local tourism.

New office space and renovation skills in the Kimberley
The Bardi Jawi Rangers at One Arm Point in the Kimberley were
keen to expand their office to improve functionality and provide
a meeting space for community engagement. Experienced ICV
volunteer Ton helped design and build the extension using
recycled and locally salvaged materials. Now at
lock-up stage, local rangers and labourers have
the skills and confidence to complete the
remaining renovation tasks themselves.

All hands on deck for ranger office expansion
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ICV volunteer husband and wife team Jack and Jill, both
experienced artists, jumped at the chance to help.
Their first job was to see if the kiln was still in good working
order, before working with the artists showing them how to
glaze and prepare their pottery and use the kiln for firing. In
spite of difficulties with the kiln controller, they completed
two firings and artists now also have written instructions for
future firings.
Ceramics for sale at Ceduna Aboriginal Arts and Culture Centre

Hands-on help
for local artists
Arts and crafts are a traditional and time-honoured way
for people to express themselves and their culture. For
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, art is also a
communications tool for passing on cultural identity and
knowledge from one generation to another. And it’s an
important source of income for many communities.
The Ceduna Aboriginal Arts and Culture Centre is located
on the beautiful far west coast of the Eyre Peninsula in
South Australia. It first opened its doors in 2001, giving
local artists an opportunity to explore a variety of art
mediums including pottery and ceramics.

Eyre Futures is a local organisation which helps young
people maximise their education and employment
opportunities. Participants in its hospitality program joined
the ceramics workshops to decorate and glaze cups, bowls
and plates ready for firing. Their aim was to sell the items at
the hospitality skills development cafe “Bernadette’s Place”,
located within the Arts Centre.
Artworks are now available for sale at the Arts Centre, and
Eyre Futures has kindly offered to purchase a badly needed
new controller for the kiln.

“The Ceduna Arts Centre was more than satisfied with
the volunteers that ICV provided. Jack and Jill were
pretty amazing with their dedication and knowledge, and
the positive impact for our Art Centre will be long term”,
says Eloise.

The Centre is a place where people can access workshops,
training and materials, and facilities for the production of
Aboriginal visual arts. It also enables artists to promote and
sell their work, offering them an opportunity for sustainable
income and economic independence.
The Centre Coordinator at the time, Eloise, approached ICV
to help find a volunteer with experience in ceramics. The
Centre had a gas kiln to fire pottery but nobody with the
expertise to work it, so there were many unfinished pieces
sitting in storage. Giving artists the skills to finish their
products would allow them to be ready for sale through the
gallery and a new website.
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Artists decorating pieces for glazing and firing
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Experiencing
Indigenous life
in the outback
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Last July, 20 energetic ICV supporters experienced
Indigenous life in the Australian outback, first hand.
They took part in ICV’s Larapinta Culture Experience
2014 and, led by Jungala Enterprises, they walked the
rugged landscape of the West MacDonnell Ranges in
central Australia and learned about Indigenous
culture, lore and history from their Aboriginal tour
leader. The money raised from this event has helped
fund ICV’s work with more Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander communities around Australia.

9

The Fire Station Arts Centre provides free and subsidised
rehearsal space, artist studios, office space for a resident arts
organisation, and an Aboriginal Arts Development Officer to
service the region. Commercial operations include a cafe, retail
space and the hire of community meeting facilities, which all
help subsidise the arts programs.
ICV’s connections with DLALC have continued to grow in
strength. During the last year ICV volunteer Russell has been
working with DLALC on a new three year business plan.

ICV Volunteer Russell with ICV’s Emma Reynolds and
DLALC’s Darren Toomey

Building relationships
for long term success

in Dubbo

ICV has a long standing relationship with Dubbo Local
Aboriginal Land Council (DLALC) which began back in 2008.
Since then, ICV volunteers have helped in many different ways.
Our first involvement was driving local children to and from the
DLALC after school, where teachers were on hand to guide them
at a much-needed homework centre.

Russell’s enthusiasm, experience and knowledge are greatly
appreciated. “He is a fantastic volunteer and the community
love him”, says ICV Community Development Officer Emma
Reynolds. “On his visits to Dubbo, during the day he was
helping DLALC and then in the evenings he was helping Red
Ochre Events with governance training.”

We have more projects identified for later in the year including
land and asset mapping, creating a website, land feasibility
studies and the potential to redevelop the current DLALC
building. And through word of mouth about the Fire Station,
wider community members have seen how ICV can help them
turn their dreams in to reality. We look forward to more
successes in the future.

Our next major involvement was over three years in the making.
The old Dubbo Fire Station had been gifted to DLALC and was in
desperate need of a revamp. So in 2010 ICV was asked to help
prepare building plans for a multipurpose centre. Then in 2012,
Orana Arts proposed to lease it and establish an arts facility.
The renovated Fire Station Arts Centre is now a thriving space
for cultural information exchange, teaching and learning. It
celebrates artistic practice and the development of new ideas,
and is a place where the diverse creative communities of the
Orana region can gather and grow together.
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Dubbo Fire Station coffee shop
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Become an
ICV Region
Sponsor today!

Have you lived in or travelled through a special region
in Australia to which you feel a personal connection
or bond?
Through ICV’s Region Sponsor program, now you can
choose which part of Australia you’d like to help and we’ll
make sure your monthly gift goes directly to projects
within your sponsored region.
In return you’ll learn more about the
communities you’re helping through
special updates and invites to events
in your region.
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What regions can you sponsor?
West Region: Projects in communities in Western Australia.
Central Region: Projects in communities in the Northern
Territory and South Australia.
East Region: Projects in Queensland, New South Wales,
Victoria, Australian Capital Territory and Tasmania.
Region Sponsorship is 100% tax deductible and donors
will receive a tax receipt at the end of the financial year.
To sign-up now, simply complete the coupon on the
back of this edition of Stepping Stones. Or for more
information, call our Supporter Engagement Team
on 1800 639 565 or email us at donate@icv.com.au.
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Shenice Harris receiving her licence with Anne Geary and
ICV volunteer Terri

Terri and Debbie gladly supervised learner drivers and
helped fill in their log books, and they were on hand to help
fill out forms and answer questions on the day.
It was a great team effort by community members,
agencies and resource companies in the area. It was
organised by Muntjiltjarra Wurrgumu Group and
coordinated by the Regional Partnership Agreement
Coordinator Maggie, and even though ICV was a small part
of a larger team, Terri and Debbie were an important part of
this collective effort. Their presence in the lead-up helped
raise awareness of the Licensing Day itself, which
contributed to making it such a success.

Communities
in Focus
When you live in a remote community, being able to drive a
car and having a licence is important for all sorts of reasons.
So when Aboriginal community members from Wiluna, a
remote community on the edge of the Western Desert,
realised that not having driving licences was a serious barrier
to employment for many locals, they were keen to do
something about it.

Local resource companies including BHP Nickel West and
Newmont Mining Corporation provided flights and
accommodation. Other local agencies provided vehicles
and fuel which enabled Terri and Debbie to supervise
drivers to accumulate their required hours.
It was an excellent example of a successful community
driven project, and it’s likely another similar event will be
organised soon.

Driving support offers greater employment opportunities
for remote WA community.

They took the initiative and came up with the idea of a
community Licensing Day earlier this year. And thanks to their
own research in their community, they also knew that a major
stumbling block to getting licences on the day, particularly for
young people, would be completing the amount of supervised
hours required and recording them in a log book.
So ICV was asked to find volunteers who could help in the
lead-up to the Licensing Day. ICV volunteers Terri and
Debbie travelled to Wiluna and their help was greatly
appreciated. Many community members already had some
informal “bush” driving skills, so the most important thing for
them was to record the hours driven under supervision.

14

ICV volunteer Debbie being hands-on in Wiluna
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Please give what you can. Thank you.
Name
Address

State

    Postcode

Phone
Mobile
Email
My supporter number is
I would like to become a Region Sponsor, please deduct $49 from my
credit card on 20th of each month (or the next working day)
I would like to become a Community Friend, please deduct $
(your choice) from my credit card on 20th of each month (or the next
working day)
Please accept my one-off gift of $
Please find enclosed a:  
OR
Please debit this card:
Visa
Card No:

Mastercard

Cheque (payable to Indigenous Community Volunteers)
Money order

Amex

Diners

Expiry date:
/
Name on card:
Signature:

Please send me more information about leaving a gift to ICV in my Will
Please tick here if you do NOT want to receive future communications
from Indigenous Community Volunteers
Donations of $2 or more are tax deductible.
Call 1800 639 565 or visit www.icv.com.au/donate

Please return in the reply paid envelope or
post to: PO Box 6155 Mawson ACT 2607

