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THANK YOU 
     FOR ALL THAT YOU DO



STEPHANIE HARVEY, CEO

This edition of Stepping 
Stones celebrates some 
of the many projects that 
you made possible through 
your support of ICV. 

On behalf of the communities 
we partner with, thank you for 

understanding the importance of what we do, 
how we do it, and for caring enough to support 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities.  

At ICV, we are always humbled by people like you, 
who are willing to give and make a commitment to 
supporting these communities. There are many ways 
to contribute, all equally valuable to the Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander communities you are 
reaching out to with your support. 

Whether you volunteer your time, donate to our 
different appeals, make regular monthly donations 
or if you have included a gift to ICV in your Will, 
you are helping make dreams come true. 

Readers should be aware that this 
newsletter may contain images 
and names of deceased people.

CEO MESSAGE

Honeyants artwork courtesy of Rowena Lynch and Keringke Arts 
Cover photo: Enjoying the First Nations Music Festival

2

a



Kurrawang Aboriginal 
Christian Community 
housing repairs

We need your support now more than 
ever, to allow us to build our own long term 
sustainability, and help Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander communities well in to the future. 
Thank you for all that you do. 

“ Whether you volunteer your time, 
donate to our different appeals, make 
regular monthly donations or if you 
have included a gift to ICV in your Will, 
you are helping make dreams come true.”
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OUT & ABOUT

Be my Koorda (Friend)

Be My Koorda is an Aboriginal community group 
supporting children living with Autism, ADHD and other 
mental health issues. The group directly supports families 
and educates community members about services available 
to them in a culturally appropriate way. The group was the 
inspiration of local mother, Evelyn, who has two children 
living with disabilities and who saw a gap in services. 
Be My Koorda has big plans for the future and have 
reached out for help. We connected them with ICV 
Volunteer Alisa who will spend the next 12 months 
mentoring the group to develop long term plans.  

Connecting with the past 

Ntaria is a community 125kms south west of Alice Springs.  
It is most famous for the National Heritage listed 
Hermannsburg Heritage Precinct which consists of 
16 historical buildings and a cemetery. ICV are talking with 
the community about their ideas to rebuild and restore the 
old cemetery in the heart of town. Community members are 
seeking assistance to learn stone masonry and metalwork 
skills to preserve and erect new headstones that will fit 
within the landscape of this important heritage site. 
Through this project, Arrernte people will continue to 
discover more about their history, culture and language.

PERTH, WA

WRECK BAY, 
NSW
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Community Planning in Wreck Bay

The community of Wreck Bay is located in the Booderee 
National Park of NSW. They recently spent 10 weeks working 
with volunteer Ken to develop a Community Plan. 
Ken explained the idea for creating the plan was so all the 
residents could provide input to the local Council and help 
inform decision-making for the future. Ken explained that 

“Planning for the area requires consideration for the needs 
of the village residents as well as of the pristine bushland 
of the adjacent National Park and Jervis Bay Marine Park.” 
The Community Plan was well received by the local 
Council and was approved for action. 

Ntaria cemetery

NTARIA  
COMMUNITY, NT
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Working on housing repairs in Kurrawang

Kurrawang Aboriginal Christian 
Community is located outside 
of Kalgoorlie in remote WA. 
ICV has a long relationship 
with Kurrawang which dates 
all the way back to 2004. 

The Kurrawang community has complete 
ownership of the housing on their property 
which brings in rental income that is used to 
maintain all the residences. However, several 
of the houses are rundown and unlivable which 
reduces the community’s ability to perform 
maintenance works.

Kurrawang set out to repair the rundown houses, 
and they invited ICV to assist. 

We connected the community with skilled 
volunteer Peter who has over 25 years’ experience 
in carpentry and construction. Peter also has a 
background in teaching, making him the perfect 
choice to impart new skills.

When Peter arrived at Kurrawang for a two-week 
stint, it was all hands on deck measuring, grinding, 
levelling and hammering to get the job done. 

BRINGING A HOME 
BACK TO LIFE 
IN KURRAWANG, WA

KURRAWANG, 
WA
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Peter spoke glowingly about how the community 
took to the project ‘The guys (residents) have learnt 
a lot of skills’ he said. ‘They’ve picked up the task 
really well, and I’m sure they’ve all got a lot from 
the project.’ 

With one of the rundown houses restored, 
Kurrawang will have an additional source of 
income and a new home to live in. 

And the new skills learnt by the community will 
allow them to renovate the remaining rundown 
houses full of confidence.

Kurrawang staff member Denise reflected on the 
community’s feeling of achievement coming from 
driving and finishing the project. 

‘Its ownership, and I think that’s the best thing 
about the projects,’ she said.

‘People that are working on it are live here, 
and they can say they did it, it’s theirs. 
Have that sense of ownership and pride.’ 

xx

“ With one of the rundown houses restored, 
Kurrawang will have an additional source 
of income and a new home to live in.”
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POSITIVE CHANGE 
THROUGH CREATIVITY 
AT YAMAJI MUSIC FESTIVAL

GERALDTON
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POSITIVE CHANGE 
THROUGH CREATIVITY 
AT YAMAJI MUSIC FESTIVAL

Midwest Yamaji Music Aboriginal Inc. (MYMAI) 
have a long-term dream of creating positive 
change by growing and nurturing an inspiring 
community of Indigenous musicians and artists. 

ICV has worked with MYMAI since 2013 
to secure funding, event planning and 
coordination and video production. 

The group has gone from strength-to-strength 
and recently held their second ‘First Nations 
Festival’ in Geraldton, WA. 

The two-day event was an inspiring showcase 
of Aboriginal people and culture. 
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(Left-right) Ngroo Education’s Jan Wright, ICV’s Renee, 
speech pathologist Diana Wolf

SUPPORTING SPEECH 
AND LANGUAGE  
FOR CHILDREN IN WESTERN SYDNEY 

You may recall our story in July last year 
of Ngroo Education in Western Sydney. 
The group works to improve opportunities 
for Aboriginal children to achieve their 
potential by increasing their participation in 
mainstream early childhood education.

NGROO observed that many of the local Aboriginal 
preschool children are communicating below the 
normal level for their age. They wanted to develop 
a speech and language screener so parents could 
identify if their children needed additional support. 

Again NGROO invited ICV to partner with them and 
ICV volunteer Amy set about designing culturally 
appropriate art, which was put together with the 
original information, that explains to parents where 
and how to get help. 
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WESTERN 
SYDNEY

The guide launched in Western 
Sydney late last year and uses the 
Darug totem animal of the possum 
which is familiar to the children. 

Soon after, NGROO was contacted 
for screeners by nearby communities 
and Amy is working with them to 
design three new booklets, these 
include:
• Bundjalung: Goanna 
•  Gamillaraay/Kamilaroi, 

Biripi, Awabakal, Wilyakali 
and Wonnarua: Eagle

• Darkijung and Tharawal: Whale
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The remote community of Tjuntjuntjara sits in 
the Great Victoria Desert of Western Australia. 
The community belong to a larger group known 
as ‘the Spinifex People’, who were removed 
from their homelands prior to British atomic 
testing in the 1950’s and 1960’s.

Paupiyala Tjarutja Aboriginal Corporation (PTAC) 
manages the Tjuntjuntjara community on behalf of the 
Spinifex people and provides a range of local programs 
and services, including ranger heritage activities, 
Spinifex painters and performing arts events. 

There has recently been an increase 
of planning and development activity 
in the area as much of the housing 
and essential service improvements 
are in need of urgent attention. 
Unfortunately, the community have 
been forced to turn a number of 
potential new residents away due to 
the lack of liveable accommodation.

BUILDING  
FOR THE FUTURE

TJUNTJUNTJARA
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The people of Tjuntjuntjara decided to take matters 
into their own hands and began a project that 
would not only increase accommodation but 
would directly benefit all of the community. 

PTAC invited ICV to assist with construction and 
maintenance works. We connected the community 
to experienced ICV volunteer Bob who worked with 
the community members to repair broken gates and 
fencing, lay concreting and install portable homes 
known as a ‘dongas’. Next, they engaged ICV volunteer 
Mick who worked with the community on plumbing, 
carpentry and electric fixes.

The new accommodation will now be used by 
hundreds of contractors who will be living and 
working in the community to refurbish, rebuild 
and refresh further houses.

“Mick has provided invaluable support over the 
last few weeks. He has such a strong worth ethic, 
knows his ‘craft’ is and very organised. He was 
great to work with and I enjoyed his company,” – 
Bill, PTAC representative.

The people of Tjuntjuntjara decided to 
take matters into their own hands and 
began a project that would not only 
increase accommodation but would 
directly benefit all of the community.
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“ I have chosen to make a bequest to 
ICV because I believe it is important to 
contribute to our own First Peoples and 
help them find ways to help themselves. 
I contribute by sharing a little in 
this life which we should be able to 
enjoy comfortably together. ICV gives 
us the chance to do this sharing in 
ways no government can. It is a truly 
rewarding experience for me.”

 – BARBARA, ICV BEQUEST PLEDGER

RECEIVE A DELICATE 
SILVER LAPEL PIN 

IN RECOGNITION OF 
YOUR GENEROSITY
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A GIFT IN YOUR WILL
TO INDIGENOUS COMMUNITY 
VOLUNTEERS (ICV)

HELPS MAKE DREAMS COME TRUE 
FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS

Organising your Will is one of the most 
important things you will ever do. A Will 
protects your family and loved ones, and 
ensures that your estate is divided among 
the people you love in the way you intend. 

This year we have been very fortunate to receive 
bequests from generous people who wanted to 
continue to help future generations of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people. The ICV Silver 
Leaf Society recognises donors who support the 
vital work of ICV in this way. If you do decide to 
leave a bequest to ICV we would like to celebrate 
your support with you, by inviting you to become 
a member of the Silver Leaf Society. There is no 
cost to you and no obligation to provide further 
information. You will receive a delicate silver 
lapel pin in recognition of your generosity. 

For further information please contact Alicia 
Edwards, our Bequest Officer, on 1800 639 565.
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Name 

Address 

 

Suburb  State     Postcode 

Phone  Mobile 

Email 

My supporter number is  

  I would like to become a Community Friend: 

 Please deduct $   from my credit card on  
the 20th of each month (or the next working day)

 Please accept my one-off gift of $  

PAYMENT  Cheque (payable to Indigenous Community Volunteers)

 or  Money order 
or debit my card  Visa   Mastercard   Amex   Diners

CARD NUMBER

       

NAME ON CARD 

EXPIRY /  SIGNATURE 

  Please send me more information  
about leaving a gift to ICV in my Will

  Please tick here if you do NOT want to  
receive future communications from ICV

Call 1800 639 565 or visit 
www.icv.com.au/donate

Donations of $2 or more are tax deductible

Please return in the reply paid envelope or 
post to: PO Box 6155 MAWSON ACT 2607

PLEASE GIVE WHAT YOU CAN. THANK YOU


