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KALKARINDJI STUDENTS
GET CREATIVE



STEPHANIE HARVEY, CEO

Thank you for the support 
you’ve shown to Indigenous 
Community Volunteers.

Your generosity gives our community 
driven projects a lasting impact. 
It means Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander people can use their own strengths and 
local knowledge to achieve community goals – and 
keep control of their own development decisions. 

On page 6, you can read about the clever and creative 
way a local school in Kalkarindji in the Northern 
Territory boosted their student attendance.

There’s also a great story on page 10 about a bush food 
business in the Central Desert and the incredible 
things they’re doing through their new website.

Then on pages 14–15 you can meet a fellow 
supporter and one of our skilled volunteers.

CEO MESSAGE

Readers should be aware that this 
newsletter may contain images 
and names of deceased people.

Honeyants artwork courtesy of Rowena Lynch and Keringke Arts
Cover photo: Volunteer Deb with three students at Kalkarindji.
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With her new website, Rayleen can post 
bush food cooking videos online like this 
one about “How to cook kangaroo”.

Your generosity gives our community 
driven projects a lasting impact.

I hope you enjoy reading about the community 
success stories made possible with your generous 
support. Having you by our side means that, 
together, we can build a brighter future with 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. 

School students and 
community members from 
Kalkarindji helping to 
create a short fi lm about 
the importance of school.
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Community member 
Bronwyn making 
her own quilt.

Community member 
Bronwyn making 
her own quilt.

AYR , QLD

HERMANNSBURG, 
NT

Protecting the Green Sea Turtle

Queensland Community Development Offi cers, 
Gwen and Eddie, travelled to Townsville to meet with the 
Gudjuda Reference Group and Rangers, who represent the 
Bindal, Juru and Ngaro Traditional Owner groups from Ayr.

The Gudjuda Rangers are responsible for protecting the Green Sea Turtle, 
the totem of their group. They collaborate with James Cook University 
and Queensland Parks and Wildlife to protect this endangered species. 
The Rangers catch the turtles, measure their weight and tag them 
before returning them to the sea, so their progress can be tracked. 

The Gudjuda Reference Group and Rangers invited ICV to 
help plan their strategy for the next 5–10 years as they 
continue their work to protect the Green Sea Turtle. 

OUT & ABOUT

Making quilts with meaning

Tjuwanpa Outstation Resource Centre
is located in Hermannsburg, an Aboriginal 
community 125km from Alice Springs. 
ICV volunteer Jane was invited to work 
alongside the community to run a workshop 
teaching local women sewing and quilting 
techniques to enhance their skills. 

The women attending the course had the opportunity to learn 
different quilting styles and design their own unique pattern from 
new and pre-loved fabrics. Both machine and hand-stitching 
techniques were taught along with sustainable design principles 
like durability and upcycling – the process of transforming 

by-products, waste materials 
and unwanted products into 
new, high-quality materials 
that are better for the 
environment. Women designed 
and produced their own quilts 
to treasure and pass on to new 
generations. Jane also put 
together an instruction 
booklet so more women in 
the community could learn 
the sewing techniques. 
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Dale and Ruth at Burrunju 
Art Gallery, Canberra
Dale and Ruth at Burrunju 
Art Gallery, Canberra

CANBERRA , 
ACT

ICV Community Development Offi cer Eddie, with Eddie 
Smallwood from the Gudjuda Reference Group Aboriginal 
Corporation at Home Hill. The statue of the turtle and 
the snake are the totems of the local Aboriginal people.

An opportunity for Aboriginal musicians 

ICV volunteer Ruth met Dale at Canberra’s Burrunju Gallery in 
August to begin work on a business plan for his creative enterprise, 
Riverbank Entertainment. Dale’s business is built on his decades 
of experience in cultural mentoring workshops, and his expertise 
in performing arts, visual arts, and stage and artist management. 
Through Riverbank, he will support employment and bookings for 
local Aboriginal bands and musicians. Ruth enjoyed working on 
the business plan with Dale because she shares a common love of 
music, as an accomplished musician and performer herself. It was 
great to hear Dale say that working with Ruth has given him a lot 
of ideas and an understanding of how to present them. He is also 
working with ICV volunteer Deb to create a beautiful new website 
to promote and strengthen Riverbank’s presence online.
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Right: One of the Year 2 students learning about fi lm making. 

HOW THIS COMMUNITY-OWNED VIDEO BOOSTED 
SCHOOL ATTENDANCE IN KALKARINDJI

A FUN REASON
TO COME TO SCHOOL

What better way to encourage 
kids to come to school than 
to give them creative license?

The remote communities of Kalkarindji and 
Daguragu, located south west of Katherine in 
the Northern Territory, invited ICV to help boost 
their school attendance. Their small school has 
165 students enrolled and an average attendance 
rate of just 52% over the past three years.

ICV spent a week working with Victoria Daly 
Regional Council and their Remote School 
Attendance Strategy (RSAS) team as well as at the 
local school to develop a video about coming to 
school through the eyes of the Year 2 students. 

6

a



Acting out ‘getting 
dressed for school’

The young students needed a little prompting at fi rst, 
but it wasn’t long before they took on this creative 
project with excitement. They came up with the 
concepts for the video themselves by designing 
simple story boards showing how they get ready for 
school each day. The ICV team used these ideas to 
direct a short fi lm, starring the students who acted 
out each scene with lots of enthusiasm. The children 
even learned about being ‘behind the scenes’ by 
using the camera and looking at the editing process. 

While the kids were learning all about fi lm making, 
it was a great way for them to understand the 
importance of coming to school. At the end of the 
week we asked the kids, “How do you get ready for 
school?” They replied excitedly by chanting, “Get 
out of bed! Wash face! Get dressed! Brush hair! Eat 
breakfast! Brush teeth! Then walk or catch the bus!”

Thank you for your support to make this community-
designed video possible. We’re so happy to share that 
this resulted in record school attendance during 
the week of the activity, plus greater community 
engagement on the topic of school attendance. 
After discussion with community members, there 
are already further engagement projects and we’ve 
already received a request for another video for 
Yarralin community. Stay tuned!

The children even learned about being 
‘behind the scenes’ by using the camera 
and looking at the editing process. 

Acting out ‘getting 
dressed for school’
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MINGENEW, WA

Littlewell Working Group wins 
the Caring for Country Award

You might remember from our April issue of 
Stepping Stones, we shared the story of Littlewell, 
a former Aboriginal Reserve on the outskirts of 
Mingenew in WA. A group of 30 Elders and former 
residents have been working to protect the Reserve 
as a place of belonging, history, heritage and healing. 

After more than 9 years, their dream was finally 
achieved – the Littlewell Heritage Site officially 
opened on 15th March inviting community members 
and tourists to visit and share its rich history. 

The National NAIDOC Awards recognise the 
outstanding contributions that Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people make to improve 
the lives of people in their communities and 
beyond, to promote Indigenous issues in 
the wider community, or for the excellence 
they’ve shown in their chosen field. 

Caption

Thomas Cameron, 
spokesman for the 
Littlewell Working 
Group, accepted the 
Caring for Country 
2019 NAIDOC Award in 
Canberra this year.

CaptionCaption

Thomas Cameron, 
spokesman for the spokesman for the 
Littlewell Working 
Group, accepted the 
Caring for Country 
2019 NAIDOC Award in 2019 NAIDOC Award in 
Canberra this year.

2019
NAIDOC AWARDS
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Littlewell-Mingenew has many treasured stories that 
are shared with visitors. This sign briefl y tells the rich 
history of the Aboriginal Reserve. 

“I carry the weight of my ancestors past 
and present and for our future generations 
of Littlewell Mingenew Aboriginal 
Reserve, including a pathway for our 
descendants to know where we come from. 
To be acknowledged does refl ect with our mob… 
we have done right for our people. I’m over 
the moon for Littlewell Wattandee people!” 

 – THOMAS CAMERON, LITTLEWELL WORKING GROUP

In July, the Littlewell Working Group 
spokesperson, Thomas Cameron, and his 
family attended this year’s NAIDOC Award 
ceremony at the Canberra Convention Centre. 
They were thrilled when Littlewell Working 
Group were announced as the winners of the 
2019 NAIDOC Caring for Country Award!

Thomas gave an inspirational speech about how 
much the award meant to his family, people past 
and present, after so many years of toil. He also 
expressed his appreciation for the help his group 
has received from ICV and our supporters (that’s 
you!) so that Littlewell Mingenew Aboriginal 
Reserve could be preserved into the future. 
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KUNGKAS
CAN COOK

A 100% Aboriginal-owned business, Kungkas Can Cook.

This bush food business 
takes off with a new website

Rayleen Brown is the founder of a 
Central Desert ethically sourced, 
organic bush food business, Kungkas 

Can Cook. She has a passion for the bush foods that 
Aboriginal communities have enjoyed for over 60,000 
years. Rayleen and the Kungkas Can Cook team 
work alongside women who wild harvest the bush 
food, and then infuse it into their catering menu and 
delicious range of products. 

ICV skilled volunteer Deb was invited to help Rayleen 
build a website and an e-commerce store for Kungkas 
Can Cook, helping them to increase their sales and 
ensuring the women who wild harvest the bush food 
can continue to gain fair employment on Country. 

As a 100% Aboriginal owned business, Rayleen is also 
determined to ensure the Indigenous Cultural and 
Intellectual Property of the seeds remains with the 
Traditional Owners. 
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ICV volunteer Deb capturing Rayleen in 
educator-mode for the Kungkas Can Cook website!

“ These women are shining lights, 
they are our Professors of the desert!”

 – RAYLEEN BROWN, KUNGKAS CAN COOK

Building a website presented the opportunity to 
amplify the beautiful stories of the women who wild 
harvest bush foods in the Central Desert. Through 
the short supply chain at Kungkas Can Cook, local 
harvesters benefi t from every purchase through fair 
pricing and an opportunity to work on Country.

It was a long-time dream of Rayleen’s to make bush 
food products available for purchase online. With 
Rayleen’s vision, Deb’s skills in website development, 
and your generous support – this dream became 
a reality. Together, Deb and Rayleen developed 
plans for the website, drafted stories about the 
women who wild harvest the seeds, and compiled 
information about each of their products.

We’re excited to share with you that the offi cial 
Kungkas Can Cook website is now live! You can 
check it out at kungkascancook.com.au

Rayleen and her team hope to provide more women 
with employment opportunities on Country through 
bush food harvesting, and educate the public about 
the opportunities presented through traditional 
bush food. Stay tuned!
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Wangka Maya crew at the Yule River Meeting.

PRESERVING THE PILBARA 
LANGUAGES AND CULTURE 

Wangka Maya’s work to strengthen younger 
generations in Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander culture, history and identity.

Earlier this year, ICV was invited to 
work alongside Wangka Maya Pilbara 
Aboriginal Language Centre in Port 
Hedland WA. The Centre has been 
working hard to preserve the Pilbara 
languages, culture and history since 

1987, and we were thrilled to be part of their strategic 
planning. Something we’ve been working on together 
is identifying ways to secure sustainable funding 
for their ongoing language preservation work and 
building relationships with local schools to set 
up language education programs.

There are 31 Pilbara Aboriginal languages, many with 
between 2 and 5 dialects. Within some languages 
there are further varieties not as distinct as a dialect. 
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Today, many Aboriginal people speak Standard 
Australian English and/or Pilbara Aboriginal English 
in addition to traditional languages. Some people no 
longer speak their traditional language but identify 
as being from that heritage.

ICV skilled volunteer Michela (Miki) has extensive 
experience in business and strategic development 
as well as education programs, so she was chosen 
by Wangka Maya to help achieve their goals. ICV 
Community Development Offi cer, Jackson, and Miki 
visited the Pilbara to meet with Wangka Maya board 
members and the community. 

Working with Wangka Maya to arrange meetings and 
develop relationships, Miki and Jackson assisted to 
set up a partnership with Hedland High School. The 
school has agreed to promote and fund the delivery 
of the Wangka Maya cultural history and language 
programs to their students, in a number of age groups. 
Students can learn about the languages and cultural 
history of their community – through the program 
delivered by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Elders currently on the board of Wangka Maya.

During their visit to the Pilbara, Miki and Jackson 
were also delighted to be invited by Wangka Maya 
board members and Elders to attend the Yule River 
meeting – where Native Title Holders from across the 
Pilbara discuss local issues, present solutions and 
raise awareness of these to Government offi cials. 

Thank you for helping 
us work with Wangka 
Maya to continue 
strengthening younger 
generations in 
Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander identity.

Community Development 
Offi cer Jackson with 
Elder George Pitt at the 
Yule River meeting.
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VOLUNTEER PROFILE

ICV volunteer Deb working with the Taribelang Aboriginal 
Corporation Board, Project Offi cer and CEO in Bundaberg, QLD.

What kinds of ICV volunteering projects 
have you been involved in?
I started out as an ICV volunteer 4 years ago. 
I have been involved in mostly strategic planning 
and direction projects, working alongside communities 
to support them to develop plans and articulate their 
business goals. I have been able to support community 
organisations by taking the time to understand and 
clarify the goals of the community and then work 
with them to translate this into a practical strategic 
plan. I like this approach because it sees immediate 
results and generates very active involvement 
with the community.

What have you learnt through your 
volunteering experiences?
I’ve learnt so much about the different communities 
and organisations that I’ve worked with. Each 
community is different and diverse, and I have 
had the opportunity to learn about and begin to 
understand the community and their goals.

What have you found most rewarding 
about volunteering with ICV?
Being able to support communities and see them 
go forward with what they want to do. I’ve been 
privileged to have met so many amazing people, 
be welcomed into community, learn about culture, 
and have a lot of fun along the way.

MEET DEB,
one of our skilled volunteers

ICV volunteer Deb working with the Taribelang Aboriginal ICV volunteer Deb working with the Taribelang Aboriginal ICV volunteer Deb working with the Taribelang Aboriginal 
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MEET JEANETTE,
ONE OF OUR SUPPORTERS
MEET JEANETTE

ICV Supporter 
Jeanette, with one of 
her fabulous casts.

Jeanette has been an ICV supporter since 2004. 
A couple of years ago, she was inspired to learn 
the art of making bas-relief plaster casts of plants 
from her garden and local neighbourhood. 

“There’s still so much more to learn, from the 
different clay types used for impressions, to what 
makes a ‘good’ impression, and the different 
types of plasters and colours used either in 
the plaster or painted on afterwards.” 

Jeanette has now made more than 50 of these 
fabulous casts. She initially gifted them to friends 
and family, until she felt happy enough with the 
standard of her casts to try selling them. She now 
displays casts in a local café for patrons to purchase. 

Jeanette recently shared with us that she was 
generously donating 20% of her sales to ICV. 

“I just wanted to share a little bit of my success 
with ICV and support the great work that you 
are doing in community.”

We’re so grateful for the wonderful community initiatives 
that our supporters come up with. Some others include 
asking family and friends to donate to ICV in lieu of 
a birthday gift, running in a community event and 
nominating ICV as the charity of choice, collecting 
donations at a work event, or running a bake sale! 

To fi nd out how you could make a big difference in 
the lives of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people through community fundraising, visit 
icv.com.au/how-you-can-help/fundraise-for-icv or 
call us on 1800 639 565 or email donate@icv.com.au.

DONOR
PROFILE
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Name 

Address 

Suburb State Postcode 

Phone  Mobile 

Email

My supporter number is  

 I would like to become a monthly donor: 

Please deduct $ from my credit card each month.

Please accept my one-off gift of $

PAYMENT Cheque (payable to Indigenous Community Volunteers)

or Money order 
or debit my card Visa  Mastercard  Amex  Diners

CARD NUMBER

NAME ON CARD

EXPIRY / SIGNATURE

  Please email me my receipt

  Please send me more information 
about leaving a gift to ICV in my Will

  Please tick here if you do NOT want to 
receive future communications from ICV

Please send me more information 
about leaving a gift to ICV in my Will

Please tick here if you do NOT want to 
receive future communications from ICV
Please tick here if you do NOT want to 
receive future communications from ICV

PLEASE GIVE WHAT YOU CAN. THANK YOU

Call 1800 639 565 or visit 
icv.com.au/donate

Donations of $2 or more may be tax deductible

Please return in the reply paid envelope or
post to: PO Box 6155 MAWSON ACT 2607

https://www.icv.com.au/Donate/



