a

ISSUE 28 · FEBRUARY 2020

GROWING STRONG
IN CULTURE
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CEO MESSAGE
STEPHANIE HARVEY, CEO
Thank you for your generosity
to ensure Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people
can use their own strengths
and local knowledge to
achieve community goals.
We are deeply saddened by the bush fires that have
devastated our country. The damage and impact
to communities and our natural environment
is hard to comprehend. We are reaching out to
provide any support we can to communities
that have been directly and indirectly impacted.
Please know that we are standing with you.
With every one of our projects, we make sure
the community comes first.
This brings me to the exciting news that we will
be changing our name to more closely reflect the
work that we do. You can read more details about
this in the letter enclosed and we look forward to
sharing further updates about this with you in the
next few months and ongoing activities throughout
the year as we celebrate our 20th anniversary!

Readers should be aware that this
newsletter may contain images
and names of deceased people.
Cover image: Three young community
members at the opening of Kirrup’s
Garden Grand Opening last year at
Nairm Marr Djambana Gathering Place.
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This issue of Stepping Stones is full of great
community success stories. On page 8, you can
read about Harmoni House, who are combining
their work as a community centre, church and
art gallery to support Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander cultures. And on page 12, we share
about the impact of ‘two-way learning’ through
a mosaics project with Wiluna School.
We’re grateful to start a new year knowing we have
the support of kind people like you. Thank you!

With every one of our
projects, we make sure the
community comes first.

Developing the yarning
area in Wiluna
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OUT & ABOUT

LOGAN , QLD

Strategic planning
with the Elders of Logan
It was a joy to work on our first project with the
Logan District Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Corporation
for Elders in QLD. ICV volunteer, Ted, was invited to work alongside
a focused and well organised group of Logan Elders on the
creation of their strategic development plan to improve economic
wellbeing and financial independence, as well as community and
organisational leadership, governance and capacity. Motivations
were high knowing the plan will improve the Elders’ ability to
help drive community events, support programs to prevent the
disintegration of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families,
and assist the wider community to achieve their long-term goals.

Leading Aboriginal
engagement in Bundaberg

BUNDABERG, QLD

Taribelang Aboriginal Corporation (TAC) has
led the development of Aboriginal community
engagement in Bundaberg, QLD. TAC invited
our community development officers, Eddie and
Gwen, to discuss how we can support them to acquire a
property known as Rachel Hill. ICV volunteer, Deb, worked
alongside TAC on the proposal to the Indigenous Land Council
and, together, they successfully secured a funding agreement!
TAC now has an agreement in principle with strong commitment
pending some final administration requirements. Once the
acquisition of Rachel Hill is confirmed, it will mean TAC can plan
important programs around Country through a restored ecological
precinct to preserve species, flora and fauna. They can also focus
on culture by preserving sacred sites and creating an Aboriginal
culture hub for community and tourism. In addition, TAC seek to
build opportunity through a sustainable business base for ranger,
land and sea management, and agricultural operations to support
skills building for the Taribelang Bunda community.

ICV skilled volunteer Deb meeting with the Taribelang Logan Elders.
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ICV skilled volunteer Ted Woodley
with the Logan Elders.

ICV skilled volunteer
Andre renovating
the studio at
Ngaarda Media.

PILBARA , WA

Renovating Ngaarda Media
Ngaarda Media is the voice of the traditional owners of the
Pilbara. They are passionate about recording local musicians,
training people in media skills, and communicating to the
Pilbara community through their broadcast. To achieve this
effectively, they needed to upgrade their studio. We’re excited to
share that studio renovations are underway! ICV skilled
volunteer, Andre, is an experienced builder and he recently
spent some time at Ngaarda Media’s studio in Roebourne, WA.
Thanks to your support, he was able to assist with the early
stages of the renovations, such as creating a cut-out window
and sound proofing. We look forward to sharing more updates
with you soon about the new and improved studio!
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A SPECIAL
‘GATHERING PLACE
BY THE BAY’
CONTINUING OUR WORK WITH NAIRM MARR
DJAMBANA ABORIGINAL GATHERING PLACE.

Pictured left to right: Kerry (Nairm Marr Djambana board member),
Arpita (ICV volunteer), Deb (Nairm Marr Djambana Chairperson),
Ruth (ICV Community Development Officer) and Diane (ICV volunteer)

We shared in a recent edition of Stepping Stones
about the projects your support has made possible
with Nairm Marr Djambana (meaning ‘Gathering
Place by the Bay’) in Frankston, VIC. The organisation
is doing great work to provide Aboriginal and
Torres Strait lslander families with a safe cultural
space to meet up through activities such as
community lunches and children’s playgroups.
With your generosity, ICV has partnered with the
Gathering Place to provide volunteers skilled in
landscape design, architecture and accounting.
Nairm Marr Djambana Chairperson, Deb, told us how
the organisation’s rapid growth over the last two years
has made the Board realise the need to ensure their
governance continues to grow, and their organisational
direction aligns with the aspirations of the community.
That’s why we are now continuing to work alongside
the Gathering Place on two important projects –
ICV volunteer, Diane, is assisting in the development
of their Business Plan and board governance,
while ICV volunteer, Arpita, is working with the
group to create their first promotional video.

a

7
“We felt there was an important story to be told
to our stakeholders. We approached ICV and
they have been able to provide us with two very
highly skilled volunteers, Diane and Arpita. Both
volunteers have been culturally respectful, and we
have great appreciation and gratitude for their time,
patience and expertise. The support ICV have given
us can’t be measured. It has been unbelievable.”
– DEB, NAIRM MARR DJAMBANA CHAIRPERSON

“This Gathering Place truly does have a magical way
of holding, comforting and expanding everyone
who walks through its doors. I feel deeply indebted
to ICV and Deb and all the beautiful women at
Djambana to be a part of it.” – ARPITA, ICV VOLUNTEER

FRANKSTON, VIC

Three young community members at the
opening of Kirrup’s Garden Grand Opening last
year at Nairm Marr Djambana Gathering Place.

“As an ICV volunteer, I feel privileged to work
alongside a great bunch of people who are
totally committed to community development.”
– DIANE, ICV VOLUNTEER
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Skilled volunteer
Miki and
community
member Gloria
out the front of
Harmoni House.

CREATING

CULTURAL HARMONI
The power of a First
Nations community centre,
church and art gallery.
We have been honoured to be part of a special
project working with Harmoni House in Perth, WA.
This is a community centre, church and art
gallery run by First Nations people with a big
heart for seeing Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people and other community members
walking together in harmony. Their dream is to
be a welcoming home for people to feel cared
for and connected with Elders and culture over
community activities like painting artwork
together or sharing a cup of tea and breakfast.
Harmoni House invited ICV to work with them
on a variety of projects to get the centre officially
open and build stakeholder support with the
goal to secure funding to run their community
operations. ICV volunteer, Miki, worked closely
with Harmoni House Pastor, Gloria, to support
the early stages of operational planning
including meeting with stakeholders.

“For me, the emphasis was having a clear idea of all the
projects that Gloria has in her mind and to be able to put
it on paper. Then start to understand how Harmoni House
can become financially, economically sustainable
for running ongoing projects.” – ICV VOLUNTEER, MIKI
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“I’m a person that speaks heart stuff and what
really touched me was when Miki said she fell in
love with Australia (she’s from Italy). She had to shift
her way of thinking…she has made the adjustments
for working with my Aboriginal mind and way
of doing things.” – GLORIA, HARMONI HOUSE PASTOR

ICV skilled volunteer Woody working
with community member Gloria.

It has been a real team effort! ICV volunteer, Woody,
worked together with Harmoni House to develop
a business plan, financial management and other
submission writing. ICV volunteer, Simin, provided
support to meet marketing needs such as a logo,
Facebook presence and graphic design support. And
ICV volunteer, Marella, has been working alongside
Harmoni House to develop their Vault Aboriginal Art
Gallery into a professional income-earning business
where local Indigenous artists can display and sell
their artwork. Work is in progress to prepare the
gallery for opening to the public with some artwork
already sold and plans to launch an online shop soon.
Harmoni House officially opened its doors as
a church and Aboriginal community centre in
July and they have since run several successful
activities through stakeholder partnerships.

Thank you for making this project possible!
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LEARNING

HANDS-ON ENGINE SKILLS

ICV volunteer, Ken, and the Santa Teresa workshop participants.

SANTA TERESA , NT

A workshop to teach
community members
practical skills in
small engines.
ICV was recently approached by Catholic Care
to work with the men’s shed of Santa Teresa, NT
to run a small engine training workshop for
community members. As the idea became a
reality, the neighbouring communities of
Titjikala and Aputula also came aboard to
set up these skills-building workshops.
We worked in partnership with Catholic Care to
design and run a short workshop in each of the
three communities aimed at developing knowledge
and skills in maintenance and basic repair of small
engines, such as lawn mowers, whipper snippers
and chainsaws. The long-term goal of these
workshops is for participants to build confidence
to maintain engines in community, and even
pursue the possibility of further accredited
training and employment if they wish to do so.
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Community members learning about the
parts and functions of a whipper snipper.

ICV volunteer, Ken, facilitated the workshops
through hands on practical learning. For example,
the men used whipper snippers to learn about
the parts and functions of the engines by taking
them apart, doing maintenance on them and
then re-assembling them.
Before the workshops started, the participants
shared that they only had a small amount
of knowledge about small engine repair and
maintenance. The project was a big success with
the men now in a position to maintain and repair
small engines in community. Throughout the
workshops, Ken developed a great relationship
with the men, and his approach to teaching and
learning was well received.
Thank you for your support to make this
skills-building project possible!

“The boys involved should be able
to maintain and repair the small
engines without supervision now.
They, in turn, can pass on knowledge
learnt through the project.”
– KEN, ICV VOLUNTEER
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TWO-WAY LEARNING
WITH MOSAICS
A powerful creative project with
Wiluna Remote Community School.
Wiluna Remote Community School
(WRCS), approximately 950km from
Perth and on the traditional lands
of the Martu people, is governed
by community representatives
who want their students to be
strong in learning, culture, and
language (Martu and English). They wish to see a
strong relationship between school and community
to increase the chances of students completing
their education.
We have worked with WRCS since 2010 on
various initiatives including two mosaic projects
– vegetable garden artwork in 2012 and campus
artwork in 2017. Both of these projects were based on
two-way learning ethos, where students learn the
science that links Aboriginal ecological knowledge
to the Australian Curriculum on Science through
on-Country and classroom projects.
The school approached ICV to work with them to
make mosaics for the fire pit or “yarning area” they
were building. ICV volunteer and artist, Jane, who
facilitated the previous mosaic projects at WRCS,
returned to work with the students, teachers and
community Elders to create the new mosaics, this
time on round stone pavers. Senior Elder, Stuart Long,
was instrumental in preparing the mosaic site and
providing cultural guidance. Fifteen students helped
design and make the mosaics based on Martu cultural
beliefs, such as the Seven Sister Dreaming and the
Emu Dreaming in the Milky Way.
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During NAIDOC Week 2019, the community were
invited to view the completed mosaics at the school
and enjoy a parade, a BBQ and cultural activities.
Thank you for supporting this creative project!

“I’d like to do this for the kids so they can have that
little bit of respect for our Elder ones and learn
how to carry [culture] on and learn more skills
[about Martu people].” - Stuart Long, Senior Elder
“The Martu cultural references within those mosaics
encompass two-way learning, which is making sure
culture is brought in, spoken about and reflected
in the school.” - Tash Rebola, WRCS Learning
Support Coordinator
“Two-way learning is important because it shows how
Martu and teachers can work together effectively
to empower Martu as educators and to value their
cultural knowledge. The creation of the mosaics
in this project is two-way learning in action.” Doyen, ICV Regional Manager
In January, we celebrated the publication of Two-way Science:
An Integrated Learning Program for Aboriginal Desert Schools.
This book is the result of the collective efforts of Science
Pathways for Indigenous Communities (part of the Indigenous
STEM Education Project delivered by CSIRO) and participating
schools and communities from the Western Desert.

A community members initial
drawing before the image is
transferred to the mosaic.

The final mosaic
piece created by a
community member.
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VOLUNTEER PROFILE

MEET KEN,

one of our skilled volunteers

ICV skilled volunteer Ken Collis (right)
working with community member Leon Brown.

We chatted with our wonderful volunteer, Ken, who
has worked alongside several communities over
the past 10 years on projects developing strategic
plans, community housing plans and community
development plans – to name just a few!

What inspired you to volunteer with ICV?
After retiring I couldn’t just stop. I got involved in a
lot of different volunteer work and became hooked.
I came across ICV when I was working in the NT and
it just went from there. I like how ICV listens to what
the community wants and responds rather than going
in and trying to tell people what they need.

What have you learnt through your
volunteering experiences?
When you go out to work with people you have to start
again… you’re an unknown quantity going into a fairly
tight community and you have to let people get to know
you. Take a step back and remember to listen and learn
from community. I’ve worked in places where people
make tea for you…when you go into community you
become the one making the tea.

What advice would you give to other
ICV volunteers?
That you don’t go in and expect people to trust you.
Going in as an ICV person you already have a lot of built
in respect, but as an individual you have to earn it.
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SUPPORTER PROFILE
Meet Barbara, one of our Community Friends
We loved speaking with Barbara, who has been
a generous ICV supporter for the past 10 years.

Why did you decide to support communities
with regular gifts?

I share a special connection and fond memories with
Aboriginal kids and their families, having grown up and
gone to school with them in Tamworth. I also spent 6 years
of my nursing career in Wilcannia NSW, where I formed
friendships and worked closely with Aboriginal people.

Is there a particular community project you’ve
been proud to support?

I have always trusted ICV to utilise my donations in the
best way possible. Health and education are important to me,
so I especially like to hear about community projects working
to improve opportunities and outcomes in this space.

What would you say to someone considering
becoming a Community Friend with regular gifts?

People often think only large gifts have the ability to make
a difference, but smaller regular gifts also add up to have a
significant impact. Go ahead and do it! Supporting Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander people is very important because
everyone deserves to be treated equally and with respect.

WILL YOU BE A
COMMUNITY FRIEND?
Ongoing monthly gifts from Community Friends maximise
the impact we make in communities by reducing our
administrative costs and allowing us to plan for the future.
Gifts are tax deductible* and processed on the 20th of each
month. We’ll send a receipt at the end of the financial year
to summarise your total annual donations – and you can
contact us any time in writing to change or stop your gifts.

To become a Community Friend, please complete
and return the form on the back of this Issue.
*donations of $2 or more are tax deductible if you pay income
tax in Australia and are eligible to receive a deduction.
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PLEASE GIVE WHAT YOU CAN. THANK YOU
Name
Address

State

Suburb
Phone

Postcode

Mobile

Email
My supporter number is

	I would like to become a community friend monthly donor:
	
Please deduct $

from my credit card each month.

Please accept my one-off gift of $

PAYMENT

Cheque (payable to Indigenous Community Volunteers)
or

or debit my card

Money order
Visa

Mastercard

Amex

Diners

CARD NUMBER

NAME ON CARD

EXPIRY

/

SIGNATURE

Please email me my receipt
Please send me more information
about leaving a gift to ICV in my Will
P
 lease tick here if you do NOT want to
receive future communications from ICV

Donations of $2 or more may be tax deductible
Please return in the reply paid envelope or
post to: PO Box 6155 MAWSON ACT 2607
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Call 1800 639 565 or
visit icv.com.au/donate

